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THE ARCHBISHOP 
THE H-BOMB 


He is dead wrong 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


“Q)N the Government’s decision to manufacture the H- 


bomb Dr. Garbett is dead wrong.” 
This view was expressed by Dr. Donald So 


Entered as second-class matter at post office, Borton, Mass., USA. 


AND 


GROWING 


ritain must exert a 


restraining influence 
—E, FERNYHOUGH, MP 


PuE situation in Formosa has deteriorated seriously 


during the period in which Britain has been without 
any national newspapers. 
According to the New York Herald Tribune’s Washington 


SOPER Correspondent, Roscoe Drummond “ The Eisenhower administra- 
tion is bracing itself for war over Formosa.” 


by Chiang Kai-shek. 
per in Tribune last 


Washington expects the Chinese Government to attempt the occupation 
of Quemoy and Matsu, the islands off the coast of China at present held 


“The focus of private comment (among high officials in Washington) 


Week after the Archbishop of York had, to use Dr. Soper’s words,| is no longer merely the risk of war, but whether, if war comes, it can be 


“ent his powerful support ” to the decision. 


Dr. Soper’s view has been supported by many other Church 


leaders, among them his successor as Presiden 
onference, Rev. W. Russell Shearer; the Bis 


Dr. Bell; and the Moderator of the General Assembly of the] atta 


Presbyterian Church of England. 


Tust’”’ in North London: 

_ ‘We have reached a point when scientific 
Investigation and technical skill, combined 
With the play of world forces, have confronted 
Us with an issue of life and death. 

“We Christians have every right to pro- 
claim that the use of the H-bomb is com- 
Pletely indefensible. We have no right to 
maintain silence. 

“Humanity is at stake, and all the evidence 
that has been brought out points to the un- 
&peakable danger and chaos which lie on the 
Other side of the use of this new weapon. 
Christian people are bound in duty to voice 
their conviction that it is totally wrong to 
Proceed further with plans to use it. 

“Christians cannot commit themselves to a 
diabolical form of destruction which aims at 
the final blasphemy, the blotting out of the 
man race,” 


Bishop of Chichester’s view 


The Bishop of Chichester, writing in his 
\pril Diocesan Letter says: 

“ The fact that such terrible weapons should 
be made and should be held in reserve for 
Possible use by either power bloc in the con- 
flict of nations is hard to reconcile with a 
decent civilisation. 

He continues: 

“It may be that at present, as Sir Winston 
Churchill claims, the nuclear weapon ‘ in- 
Creases the chances of world peace far more 
than the chances of world war.’ 

“But at the same time { cannot well 
reconcile it with the will of God. 

“The ultimate foundations for security and 
Peace are in the spiritual world. Men’s hearts 
and minds must be utterly changed. When 
they are changed, on both sides of the curtain, 
Physical and political consequences will follow 
Of unprecedented magnitude. 

“We need on both sides far more know- 
ledge and understanding of one another ; 
far greater readiness to scarch for the good 
as opposed to the evil In one another; the 
grace to love and the grace to forgive. 
“Towards a better understanding, better 

knowledge of people, ordinary people, is it- 
% ON BACK PAGE 


limited.” 


t of the Methodist} (March 28) : 
hop of Chichester, 


The same newspaper’s London correspondent, Joseph Newman, reports 


“In light of reports that the Chinese Reds are likely to open an 
ck on Quemoy and Matsu soon after April 15, the hope was voiced in 


London again today that President Eisenhower will decide not to become 
The President of the Methodist Conference declared at a “ Brains| involved in a major conflict over these islands.” 


‘No guns for 


the Queen” 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT 


A STRONG protest against “ the extent 

to which the military is able to exercise 
power in the civil sphere,” was made by 
Alderman Richard Bland at a special 
meeting of Nelson Town Council called 
on March 23 to receive his resignation as 
mayor. 


Alderman Bland made the followine state- 
ment at the meeting: [m= TET 

“T have until now 
actively co-operated 
in the work prepara- 
tory to the Queen’s 
visit and have no 
other wish than that 
the event may pass 
off with pleasure to 
the Queen and satis- 
faction to the towns- 
folk who may wish to 
see her in person. 

“It now transpires + : 
that when the Mayor 
receives the Queen at ALD. BLAND 
the door of the Town Hall he will also find 
an array of armed men about the street. As 
this is insisted on, I find it impossible, after 
a life-time of pacifist activity, to contemplate 
occupying a position so distasteful and, to me, 
compromising. Therefore, in order that my 
personal position may not cause embarrass- 
ment to anyone else I have chosen to resign 
my office. 

“Tam gravely disturbed at the extent to 
which the military has permeated and is able 
to exercise power in the civil sphere, during 
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WILL IT HURT 2? MY DEAR 
your MYNEVER x. 
BORN TO FEEL IT... ” 


» 


By courtesy of Vicky and the Daily Mirror, 


THE FINAL TEST 


After recalling that British policy is to urge 
both sides to refrain from military action in 
the area, he continues: 

“Tf the Communists attacked these islands, 
the British would still like to see the United 
States refrain from using force to defend them. 

“Tt would prefer to see the United States 
abandon these islands and take its stand at 
Formosa. 

“Tf the United States did that, there is a 
fairly good possibility that Britain and other 
members of the Commonwealth would sup- 
port its defence of Formosa should the Com- 
munists try to conquer it after they had taken 
Matsu and Quemoy. 

“In the event the United States rejects the 
British government’s recommendations and 
engages Communist China in war over the 
off-shore islands, Britain would take a position 
of benevolent neutrality with Britain showing 
all sympathy to its American ally that would 
be possible short of becoming involved itself 
in conflict with Communist China. 

“Nevertheless, if war between the United 
States and Communist China spread from the 
offshore islands, Britain, because of its posi- 
tion at Malaya and Hongkong, and its basic 
alliance with the United States, would become 
involved sooner or later. 

“Je is almost inconceivable that the United 
States coula become involved in a major 
conflict which would not eventually engulf 
Britain.” 


Not getting the truth 


S yF there is an acute danger of world war it 

docs fie in the situation which attains 
at the present time to the Formosan Straits, 
und unless Britain can exercise a restraining 
influence on America we may find ourselves 
in a war which we don’t want, can’t want and 
which can serve no useful purpose except to 
weaken and peoasibly destroy the British 
Commonwealth,” said Mr. E. Fernyhough, 
M.P. for Jarrow West, presiding at a meeting 
in Chester recently, organised by the Society 
of Filends (Quakers). : 

Mr. Fernyhough further 
pointed out that Mr. Trygve 
Lie in his book “In the 
Cause of Peace” gave his 
opinion that if China had 
been given her rightful 
place in the Security Coun- 
cil the Korean war may 
never have broken out. 

“In the present situation, 
Mr. Fernyhough went on, 
“my sympathies are with 
the Chinese. Looking at 
our history I know who 
have been the aggressors 
and I only wish our Ameri- 
can friends who shot their 
way out of our 


yw 


Herald, 
ERNEST 
own FERNYHOUGH, MP 


empire would not talk so foolishly about 
China shooting its way into U.N. 


“Only this week in the Manchester 
Guardian a report appeared of ships of the 
American 7th Fleet intercepting a Finnish 
tanker on its way to China. America is not 
at war with China and the Finnish Govern- 
ment has a right to trade with China if it 
wants to, And yet here we have America 
interfering with a neutral nation going about 
its legal business. These are big issues which 
we should have the fullest information 
about. 

“You cannot take the British Nation into 
& war against China because the British people 
won't have it,” he said. 

We were not getting all the truth we were 
entitled to on the situation in China and For- 
mosa. 

The citizens of China, Rusia, Britain and 
every other country wanted peace. 

Speaking about events leading up to the 
present situation in Europe and China, Miss 
Edith Adiam, for 26 years a missionary in 
China, said that it was not true! that the 
Russians had overthrown the Chiang Kai-shek 
regime. He was driven out because the 
army deserted him with their guns and am- 
munition etc. to the Communists. The peas- 


“AT 


ants, the students and the teachers turned 
against him. 

In their efforts to re-establish the Chiang 
Kai-shek regime the Americans had persuaded 
a large number of the American people that 
the Chinese were in favour of having him 
back. “‘ And so during the last five years they 
have been making continual efforts to put him 
back against the wish of the Chinese people,” 
she said. 

“Chiang Kai-shek’s regime is by no means 
the regime which we would risk World War 
WII in order to put it back in China,” 
declared Miss Adlam. 

Then followed the bombing of the offshore 
islands and the SE Coast of China, and the 
Chinese had been in terror of these raids. To 
add to this misery, trained “cloak and dagger” 
units were dropped by parachute with Ameri- 
can explosives and equipment to devastate 
and destroy, she said. 

Since the Indo-China Armistice there had 
been very severe bombing raids on the main 
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Acland opens 
Gravesend HQ 


FULL TIME TEAM OF FIVE 


WITH the help of a group of young 
Quakers and members of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation, Sir Richard Ac- 
land has set up his election headquarters 
in an old Gravesend warehouse, No. | 
Union Street (Tel.: Gravesend 2940). 


Last week, with his helpers, Sir Richard was 
busy pacning up the premises ready for the 
job of filling the 50,000 envelopes which will 
carry his election address. 


“Whether the election be held quickly or 
merged into the General Election, I shall send 
out my address before Easter,” Sir Richard 
told the Gravesend and Dartford Reporter 
last Staurday. 


The addressing of the envelopes by volun- 
tary helpers at the headquarters of the Peace 
Pledge Union has been completed. 


A team of five full-time helpers were ex- 
pected to start work in Gravesend this weck. 

There is need of a full-time car driver 
from the end of this week and canvassers will 
be welcomed. The journey to Gravesend takes 
ep minutes from Charing Cross station, Lon- 
on. 


Commenting on the by-election, the Sec- 
retary of the Friends Peace Committee 
(Quakers), Eric Tucker said last week: 

“A victory for Sir Richard Acland would 
be a striking demonstration of an awakening 
conscience on the part of many people.” 
Sir Richard Acland proposes to couple with 

his attack on the H-bomb a very strong plea 
for an all-out “war on want.” 


Local support 


_A one-time Chairman of a local Conserva- 
tive Club took the chair at Sir Richard Ac- 
land’s first public meeting in Gravesend last 
week. He was Mr. A. C. Norris Telling. 

He told the meeting; “I have been accused 
of accenting the chairmanship of this meeting 
purely for notoriety. That is entirely false. 

“TF accepted with a view to assisting Str 
Richard in something of which I am fully 
convinced that he is right.” 

Standing by Sir Richard is the Rector of 
Milton, a Gravesend parish. A powerful Ictter 
from the Rector to the local presa has already 
evoked a response. 

Writing to the Gravesend Reporter, W. 
Ongley Miller of Gravesend declares : “If the 
Church of England (or anywhere else) had 
more men of the strength of conviction of the 
Rector it would not have sunk to its present 
level of national leadership.” 


LATE NEWS 
General Election Forecast 


_May 26 was being given in Parliamentary 

circles on Wednesday as the date for a 
General Election; Sir Winston Churchill's 
resignation to take place on April 7. 


| TO-NIGHT : F.rst performance of 


Frank Merrick’s Song Cycle 


The well-known planist Frank Merrick is a 
keen supporter of Peace News, 

London readers have an opportunity of meet- 
ing him at the Friends International Centre 
32 Tavistock Square, W.C,1 (Russell Sq. Und. 
Sia.) tonight (Friday) when he will introduce 
n first performance of his song cycle, “The 
Four Seasons,” to be sung by Eric Rees. 

This cycle is a setting of four sonnets written 
in Esperanto by the Hungarian poet 
Kalocsay. 

tr_all, Frank Merrick has set some cighteen 
eapeenia lyrics toa music; he writes of tho 
“ningable beauty and sensitive flexibility of 
meaning” of this language, and recalls how 
he first learnt it whilst serving x two-year 
sentence in Wormwood Scrubs as 2 conscien- 
tious objector during the first world war. 

Frank Merrick will talk about his songs and 
introduce on attractively varied programme, 
including pianoforte solos by n young pianist 
of exceptional pramise, Robin Harrison, 

Readers staying in town for the programme are 
invited to help with the selling of Peace 
News between 5.30 and 6.30 pan. from the 
usual “base” at the foot of St. Martln’s 
steps, Trafalgar Square. Refreshments will 
be available for them from 7 p.m. onwards, 


So April let 1955 mm ae 
PEACE NEWS 
3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON, N.4 
Tel: STAmford Hill! 2262 (three lines) 


Distribution office for U.S.A: 
130 Brattle St. Cambridge 38, Mass. 


“Unhappily, I believe that we have entered upon an 
epoch where the Surest means to put oneself in a bad light 
for everybody is to have a little intellectual honesty.” 


—JULES ROMAINS. 


Genetic effects of the H-bomb tests 


N the House of Commons last week the Labour Party 
asked for the calling of a conference of scientists from 
the United States, Russia, Britain and France which could 
pronounce and advise on the possible dangers to humanity 
through the genetic effects of radioactive contamination 
of the atmosphere through atomic explosions. 


This proposal was rejected in favour of an expression of 
approval of such research as the Government itself is fostering 
on this subject, and a general intimation of readiness to co- 
operate with other governments in the matter. The Government’s 
allocation for study in all fields of radiation (not merely in the 
genetic aspects) is £208,000. 

The impression one gets of this debate is of the appalling 
levity with which the subject is handled. We do not mean that 
the debate had more than its share of frivolous comment. Out- 
standing is the fact that the subject was not treated as one of 
those important questions like the introduction of American 
bomber bases into this contry, military conscription, or the deci- 
sion to make the H-bomb, upon which there is no disagreement 
between the parties ; but as one of the minor matters upon which 
Party shadow-boxing may take place. 

Then it was thought to be a suitable subject upon which 
there shquld be a special debating display by the women in the 
House. It is not to minimise the place of women in politics, 
but to assert that they are there in their full primary quality as 
human beings, to say that this is a trivial way to treat such a 


subject. 
* * 


We are no more qualified to pronounce on the subject of the 
debate than most of those who participated in it, including the 
Minister of Health who made the opening statement for the 
Government and the Minister of Works who made the closing 
cpement What seems to be beyond disagreement, however, is 

vat; 

Every human creature has now in his or her body small 
amounts of radioctivity that would not have been there had 
there been no atomic bomb tests ; 

That there have been to date 65 nuclear explosions—50 by the 
US, 12 by the Russians, and 3 by the British ; and that in a 
world war it is highly improbable that this number would 
not be multiplied many times ; 

That the consequent increased radioactivity can bring about 
an increase in the mutations of genes, which govern the 
character of offspring ; 

That where such mutations are effectite they are likely to be 
harmful ; 

That the mutated genes are carried through from generation to 
generation ; 

That such mutations are “recessive ” i.e., their harmful effects 
only operate when they are paired off with other mutated 
genes ; and 

That consequently a widely-spread small increase in radio- 
activity in the human body can be more menacing to future 
generations than a higher degree of radioactivity affecting a 
limited number of people. 

We have no special regrets that the Labour Party proposal 
was rejected. The nations that it was proposed should participate 
were those that are already making and testing the H-bomb, or 
who have decided to do so. It is not these that should be charged 
with the task. They have already demonstrated their unsuitability 
to act on the civilised standards required to safeguard posterity. 

It Is the representatives of. the peoples that will be meeting 
in Bandung in April who have to be regarded today as the 
custodians of civilisation. Not one of these will be reinforced 
by the “prestige” that comes from the possession of H-bombs, 
and we hope they will express with considerable emphasis their 
views on the disregard of the human heritage displayed by those 
who have acquired this prestige, 

We should like to sec the Afro-Asian Conference take the 
necessary steps to call together scientists to pronounce on the 
probable consequences of the activities of the H-bomb powers. 
The research of the scientists who were sponsored in this way 
would lack some of the facilities available to the scientists of 
the H-bomb powers, but they would have much more chance of 
being unconditioned te the military requirements of those powers. 

Such action could bring {nto international relationships an 
expression of opinion that might have more influence even than 
the possession of H-bombs. 


The threat in the 
East 


FENUE build-up for war over Formosa 
~ by both sides is now becoming very 
threatening indeed. 


Menacing words have now been car- 
tied so far that it is almost impossible 
to see a peaceful way out for either, 
given the assumptions that they make 
on what is requisite for their power and 
its recognition by the world. 


Behind this “loss of face” aspect it 
is the weakness of Chiang that induces 
the readiness of the USA to take 
measures so desperate that they threaten 
the whole world; while it is in their 
estimate of the weakness of America’s 
moral position in the eyes of the world 
outside Europe that the Chinese find 
their encouragement. 


What the American Government had 
hoped for was an agreement for a cease- 
fire by means of the concession of 
Quemoy and Matsu to Peking in return 
for an agreement that Formosa and the 
Pescadores should be left alone. 


The ambiguity with which they at 
first covered their intentions regarding 
the coastal islands was to give them- 
selves some flexibility in bargaining on 
that basis. 


Unfortunately the Chinese have 
found just as much reason in the dispo- 
sition of affairs to talk threateningly 
as have the Americans, and the subse- 
quent hedging about the coastal islands 
followed from the Chinese insistence 
ae they were going to have Formosa 
also. 


Their calculation here does not 
necessarily involve an attack on For- 
mosa. Their view is that there would 
be heavy defections from Chiang. 


These defections would not be a new 
development. There has been a consider- 
able trend in this direction, with Hong 
Kong serving as a bridge. A fortnight 
ago, for instance, Gencral Wei Li-huang, 
formerly one of Chiang’s generals, 
crossed over from Hong Kong and was 
reccived in Canton with a great show 
of welcoming publicity. 

It is only to be expected that his old 
associates in Formosa will know all 
about this. 


Admiral Radford 


qt is this trend that the Americans 

have to try to stem. The risks they 
are prepared to take to this end appal 
the rest of the world, not only in Asia, 
but also in Europe. 


The attitude of Admiral Radford 
would now seem to be in the ascen- 
dancy, 


This involves the use of atomic 
weapons against the mainland as part 
of the defence of Quemoy; possibly tac- 
tical atomic weapons, which are now 
being hypocritically described as pre- 
cision weapons whose effects can be 
confined to military objectives. 


Nobody really believes this, and such 
an attack may involve intervention by 
the Russian Government in accordance 
with its treaty with Peking. 

Of this possibility it is said by one 
Washington correspondent that those 
who now think with Admiral Radford, 
while recognising that if such interven- 
tion is provoked they would be precipi- 
tating a world war, are willing to accept 
this risk. The peoples of the fest of 
the world, therefore, who have had no 
say in this business are to be sacrificed 
to meet what this correspondent de- 
scribes ‘as “this mew challenge to 
American power and prestige in the 
Far East.” 

It is this calm assumption that the 
power and prestige of the US so far 
from their own shores are something 


SOME DATA ON YALTA 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


for which the whole world can be ex- 
pected to make sacrifices, that provides 
part of the strength of the Chinese. 
They calculate that even if they are 
repelled from the coastal islands in the 
process the United States will have be- 
come politically isolated. 


_ The one really hopeful factor in the 
situation is the meeting of the Afro- 
Asian Conference which takes place at 
Bandung on April 18. 


If the spark is not applied before that 
date it is possible that the pronounce- 
ments of the thirty nations that will be 
represented there will help the rest of 
the world, and particularly the US, to 
bring this issue into a truer perspective. 


Only ten years ago 


DEACE NEWS has been publishing 
recently some extracts from the 
press of 1945, under the heading of 
“Only Ten Year Ago.” It is this head- 
ing that could very well be given to the 
revelations on the Yalta discussions 
published by the US Government. 


One of the things upon which there 
was general agreement in those “ top- 
level” talks was the permanent dismem- 
berment of Germany. 


Roosevelt held that there should be a 
division into five or seven distinct states, 
while Churchill stood for a_ lesser 
number. He held that this was not a 
matter upon which there need be discus- 
sion with “any German,” as uncon- 
ditional surrender gave the victors the 
right to determine themselves what was 
to be the future of Germany. 


It is interesting to refer to Peace 
News of the period. Mr. Churchill (as 
he then was) had to justify the arrange- 
ment whereby territories formerly 
German were transferred to Poland. 
This is what he said: 


“We need not fear that the task of 
holding these new lines will be too 
heavy for Poland or that it will bring 
about another German war of 
revenge, or that it will, to use a con- 
ventional phrase, become a seedling, 
or will lay the seeds of future wars. 
We intend to take steps far more 
drastic and effective than those which 
followed the last war because we 
know so much more about this 
business as to render all offensive 
action by Germany utterly impossible 
for generations to come.” 


In editorial comment Peace News re- 
marked “Ten years hence the injustice 
will be palpable to all” and went on to 
make the following observation which 
will require a little longer before time 
demonstrates its truth: 


“A Germany which, as the Ger- 
many of the future must, makes it a 
maxim of policy not to fall foul of 
Soviet Russia, will not be long in 
coming to terms with her.” 


When the US opposed 
Imperialism 


YWNHE Yalta Conference records, what- 

ever effect they may have on present- 
day relationships between the Powers, 
ought to bring very chastening reflections 


on the ease with which leading world | 
statesmen can propound and abandon 
principles. 


In certain aspects of the talks one | 
would almost have felt that President | 
Roosevelt was acting as a representative 
of the Movement for Colonial Freedom. 
Hong Kong, he held, and so proposed to 
Stalin, should be surrendered by Britain 
to China, and should become an intel 
national free port. Indo-China, he | 
thought, should be administered undef 
international trusteeship. The British 
disapproved of this, he said, as they 
wanted to give it back to the French; 
similarly he held that all colonial areas 
should be brought under United Nations 
trusteeship, 


Whatever the Republicans may hold 
about other aspects of the Yalta discus 
sions there can be little doubt that in 
these things President Roosevelt was 
genuinely representing the American 
view. Yet within a few years the USA 
had become the most formidable 
obstacle in the world to the relaxation of 
the imperial grip on colonial territories. 


It was through American pressure that 
a long, costly and destructive war was 
fought to try to keep Indo-China in the 
hands of the French; today the USA 
would raise objections at least as vehe- 
ment as the British Government to any 
suggestion that Hong Kong. should 
become Chinese territory; while as for 
the power of trusteeship by UN ovef 
colonial territories the US today con: 
sistently connives at the withholding of 
any real power of oversight from the 
organs of UN. 


Chiang’s case destroyed 


N the leading article last week we 

referred to Chiang’s claim—which 18 
necessary to give any foundation to his 
case for a place in the United Nations 
--that the Chinese Communist Gover: 
ment has been merely the instrument 0 
the Russian Communist Government, 
which is the actual aggressor. 


There has been much evidence to 
show that so far from the Chinese Com- 
munists acting as puppcts of the Stalin 
Government they carried through theif 
revolution in the face of the opposition 
of Stalin. 


The Yalta records add further infof- 
mation on this point, for they show 
that Molotov, as Foreign Minister, too 
the line at Yalta that the Chinese Com- 
munists were not Communists at all an 
he expressed a desire for closer relations 
with Chiang’s Nationalists. 


Unless it can be maintained that 
Russia has fomented the Chinese revolu- 
tion there is no case for treating the 
struggle between the forces of .Mao 4"? 
those of Chiang as other than a civil Wa! 
—even less than obtained in regard to 
the Guatemalan conflict, 


Anna Louise Strong, who writes with 


special information on this subject 
throws further light in her article 
below. 


Club fees 


TINHE competition for prestige in termS 
of atom bombs and H-bombs was 
displayed at Yalta when, in the discus: 
sion of the position of France in regar 
to the settlement, the British Primé 
Minister remarked that the club of the 
Powers was a very exclusive club, 10 
which the right of entry is at least five 
millions of soldiers or their equivalent: 
a requirement that was amended 
Stalin to “at least three millions,” 


It is upon this calamitous view of 
what constitutes national greatness that 
Britain and France have been acting i” 
their recent decisions to have thé 
H-bomb. 


By Anna Louise Strong 


YINHE basic facts of what happened in Yalta 
* were, of course, known long before the 
publication last month of a 500,000 word 
document on the talks by the US Stato 
Department. The detailed personal com- 
ments were not known, it being a useful 
decency not to give out the after-banquet 
casual table talk of living personalities— 
when all have had several drinks. 


Europeans are naturally outraged, for this act 
of Dulles will make all high level talks very 
difficult. But actually I do not think any of 
the principal persons show up badly. The 
picture seems to be that of three big men 
trying to build a postwar world on the 
realitics of power, and thereby achieve a 
long peace. 


More ominous is the reason Dulles published 
—clearly to: 
1,Smear Roosevelt and any friendly talks 
with the Soviet leaders ; 
2. Stop any Big Three Conference ; and 
3. Lay the base for a war with China. 


In this light the documents were “ edited,” 
but even with editing, they fail in their pur- 
pose. But inspired commentators are now 
twisting them to the purpose anyway. 


Inspired comment claims to use these docu- 
ments to prove: 


1. Roosevelt sold out to Stalin, either 
stupidly or wilfully, by paying him more 
than needful in return for negligible help 
against Japan; and 

2. China was sold out, first by Roosevelt, and 
then by Stalin, who after promising to 
recognise and help Chiang, turned Man- 
churia over to the Communists. 


The writer, at one time editor of the 


Moscow Daily News, was deported from 


Russia in 1949. The Russian Government has since cleared her of charges of 


espionage made at that time. 


She was in Moscow in February 1945 when the Churchill-Roosevelt-Stalin 


meeting took place at-Yalta, in ihe Crimea. 


Both of these statements are untrue; I have 


data that proves them false, 


As one who was in Moscow at the time, hear- 


ing comments of Russians and of American 
and British diplomats, and who studied that 
data later, I know what the situation was. 

I will not go into the European questions, 
but solely the Far East. After costly island 
hopping, the USA had not yet taken even 
Manila; when Gen. Marshall estimated 
another 18 months to conquer Japan, his 
estimate was not absurd. 


Two factors speeded the victory; America 
dwells only on one of them—the A-bomb. 
But before the A-bomb fell, Japan had 
already asked Moscow, as a neutral, to 
negotiate for a peace. The decisive factor 
that hastened this demoralization was the 
fall of Hitler and the moving of the Russian 
Army cast. Japan knew she could not 
survive a second front in Manchuria. She 
approached Russia as a “neutral” hoping 
to keep her so. 

In Manchuria the situation was this: Japan 
had her strongest army and her richest 
empire there... an army bigger than all the 
armies together that America fought (not 
counting the naval war). It was widely feared 
that even if Tokyo surrendered, the Kwan- 
tung Army in Manchuria would fight on, 
and set up a government in exile. If, there- 


She is now living in the USA. 


fore, Russia remained neutral, neither 
Chiang nor America nor both together could 
have taken Manchuria from these Japanese. 
If, on the other hand, Russia saw her chance 
and smashed Japan unilaterally, she could 
take Manchuria for herself. The Press in 
America at the time showed that this was 
widely feared. 


It was therefore considered a triumph when 
Roosevelt got Stalin to agrec to take Man- 
churia and Korea, and give Manchuria to 
China, subject only to the previous rights 
Russia had had there. The information was 
withheld from Chiang Kai-shek, because his 
high command was known to be in trai- 
torous contact with Japan ; when Chiang was 
later informed, Madame Chiang thanked 
Roosevelt, so did T. V. Soong (Chinese 
Prime Minister 1944-47) in Moscow. 


American commentators sneer at Stalin’s state- 
ment that he had to have “ reasons” to sell 
the Japanese war to the Russian people, but 
Stalin stated a fact. The Russians were 
very weary of war; many families whose 
sons had barely survived the war with Hitler, 
resented losing them in a war against Japan. 
For the Manchurian campaign was_ costly. 
America underplays it, noting its brevity, 
but this brevity was due to the blitz-krieg 
drive of massed forces, as well as to the 
A-bomb. There were big losses; I think it 


If Chiang had handled. Manchuria fairly, 


even possible Russia lost as many men 
against Japan as the USA did. Russia also 
felt ashamed of breaking her non-aggression 
pag with Japan. I heard much argument on 
this. 


Stalin put over the war against Japan by his 


prestige as successful victor, plus two gains: 

1. The national interest of getting back 
territory taken by Japan in 1905; and 

2. The stabilising of Far Eastern peace with 
Vladivostock’s access to the sea no longer 
under Japan’s guns. 


The claim that Stalin handed Manchuria to the 


Chinese Communists is also not true. I was, 
in Manchuria in 1946, and talked with many 
people there. Russia struck the Japanese 
concentrations along the railways and high- 
ways, set up garrisons in the main cities an¢ 
then invited Chiang in. Chiang flew in civil 
administrations; for all these cities, an 
began, with US aid, to move in his army: 
When the three months Russia was supposed, 
to stay expired, Chiang officially asked the 
Russians to stay longer, because he had not 
been able to bring in enough troops: 
Russian troops. stayed as a protection tO 
Chiang’s governments in all the Manchurian 
cities for nine months, until one of Chiang § 
armies, entering Changchun, massacre@ 
Russians. Then the Russians. withdrew. 


In leaving, they took With them, at Chiang’ 


request, all of Chiang’s civil] governments.!9, 

North Manchuria, and sent them via Siberi? 

to Shanghai to save them from the: Mam 

churian populace. a 

he 

could have taken power there in the first 
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FORMOSA\|MPs press Government to wage 


FROM PAGE ONE 


Citics and in September for seven days run- 
Ning Napalm bombs, rockets and high ex- 
plosives were rained upon the port of Amoy. 

The whole world had been shocked, said 
Miss Adlam by a statement made by United 
States Navy Admiral Radford at a press Con- 
ference which had been widely publicised, 
at which he had said that he would not shrink 
from dropping atom bombs on China. “I 
would not shrink even if it led to World War 
Ill.” he had said. 

“I am very sorry to say that the Christian 
Church seemed to say nothing as a body, 
to that threat,” she said. 

The people of the East must have had some- 
thing to say though, she continued, because 
Admiral Radford later said that America 
would not use her air power to put Chiang 
back into China. 

India was a “ wonderful mediator” in the 
China Formosa situation, she said. They had 
already mediated in Korea and Indo China. 
India understood the basic problems of China 
far better than anyone living in a little island 
could possibly do. Indians also spoke English, 
which was an added advantage because they 
Could read what the Americans were saying 
and doing. 

The peoples of the world, said Miss Adlam 
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Map: The Economist. 


Were indebted to Mr. Nehru for his efforts 
in the Formosa situation. We should all work 
for the following ends: 
(1) Immediate evacuation of Quemoy and 
the Matsu Islands ; 
(2) Reaffirmation that Formosa belongs to 
ina ; 
_ (3) De-militarisation of 
ternational supervision ; 
(4) The withdrawal and enforced exile of 
Shiang Kai-shek and his Generals, regarded 
y Communist China as war criminals; and 
(5) The admission of Communist China to 
the United Nations. 
.. Mr. Fernyhough concluded that we must 
hsten a little more to Mr. Nehru and a little 
less to Mr. Foster Dulles . . . “unless we are 
8oing to land ourselves in a war which nobody 
Wants.” 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
ABOUT THE H-BOMB? 


Those who support the Gov- 
ernment’s decision to make 
the H-bomb are playing down 
the opposition to it and saying 
that there has been no storm 
of protest. 

Because the Government 
presented the country with a 
fait accompli and made no 

2 attempt to consult the nation, 
Many may feel that there is little use in a pro- 
test now. 

| believe that is a wrong view, and we must 
ak everybody who is concerned to register 
their protest in a nation-wide campaign. 

in the meanwhile, the Peace Pledge Union has 
evidence of the strength of the opposition. A 
larger number of new signatories to eur pledge 
“l renounce war and will never support or 
fanction another,’ this month than usual; the 
Qudience at the meeting in Friends House, Lon- 
don, and the subsequent local meetings for 
action; the response to the Objective Peace 
demonstrations. There has also been a very 
large response to the appeal for volunteers to 
help Sir Richard Acland, who, though not a 
Pacifist, has given many the opportunity of doing 
Something in answer to the Government’s de- 
Cision. 

At such a time the value of having the orga- 
Risation of the PPU is clear, for it makes pos- 
tible the seizing of opportunities as they occur, 
and there is no doubt that the witness of the 
PPU and its activities are more necessary than 
€ver and more likely than ever to meet with a 
tesponse. That is why 1 am asking for your 
help not only in the more dramatic ways, but 
'n the equally essential way of finding the money 
Necessary to make these activities possible. 

1 appeal to you for action. In this case the 
ction of putting your hand in your pocket and 
Posting a contribution to Headquarters Fund. 
With the help of volunteers, 50,000 envelopes 

ave been addressed for Sir Richard Acland’s 
Sampaign. | wish that it was necessary to send 
Sut as many receipts, and there must be 50,000 
People who feel strongly enough about the 
Present crisis to be ready to give something to 
help to spread pacifism. Are you one of them? 

One member has sent a pair of very nice 
Sar-rings. for sale on behalf of Headquarters 

Und, What will you give in cash or kind this 
Week? 

STUART MORRIS, General Secretary. 
Our aim for 1955: £1,000. 
Amount received to date: £192. 


, Donations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
4 sent marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
EU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Ndsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


Formosa under 


war on want 
WEALTH SQUANDERED ON MILITARY 


POIGNANT facts concerning the poverty and need of many of the world’s 
millions were revealed in the Commons, during the National Economic Plan 
and World Development discussion on February 11—a debate which has received 


very little attention in*the Press. 


Contrasts were made between the funds 
available for arms and those for under- 
developed countries ; between the preparations 
for war and the lack of preparations for the 
tasks of peace. 


William Warbey (Broxtowe) said, ‘“ Now 
we have at the head of NATO a Council of 
Ministers who, when they sit together, sit as 
a kind of community of Governments. If 
that can be done to prepare for war, why 
cannot we do it to prepare for the nobler and 
more inspiring tasks of peace? Of course, 
it can be done and it should be done.” 


Perhaps the wisest statement made in the Com- 
mons this year, came from Frederick Elwyn 
Jones (West Ham South). He said, “ Time is 
short. Desperate men, economically desper- 
ate men—put in simple language, men who 
have not enough food for their children— turn 
to desperate political measures in the hope 
of redressing the injustice. 


“That, of course, causes the spread of Com- 
munism. Communism in Asia is not the 
fabrication of the Kremlin; it would be there 
in spite of the Kremlin, and if the Kremlin 
had never existed.” 


VICIOUS CYCLE 


He continued, “We are squandering our 
wealth, our resources in prodigious military 
expenditure which, of course, makes it more 
and more difficult for us to contribute funds 
to remove the misery which is the cause and 
the occasion for the spread of Communism. 


“This vicious cycle gocs on and on, and 
there is no indication on the part of this 
Government or of the American Govern- 
ment of action by which this vicious process 
can be broken—cut through—with the light 
of humanity and the grasp of simple human 
reason. 


“Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou 
shalt find it after many days,” quoted Mr. 
Jones. He was referring to the 300,000,000 
people, who for lack of work were unable 
to feed themselves. ‘How much better that 
they should be added to the world’s productive 
labour force to create the wealth they need 
and, in creating it, improve our lot, too,” he 
reasoned. 


SUNFED 


There was an organisation whose initials 
gave a picture of what members were trying 
.o work for and press for in the debate— 
SUNFED, (Special United Nations Fund for 
Economic Development)’ the sun of the effort 
of all peoples benefiting all the peoples of the 
world, and, asked Mr. Jones: ‘What is to 
happen to SUNFED ? 


_ What have the Government done about 
it. . .? How is it being followed up? 
Last March we were assured by the Minister 
of State that a report was to be made to 
the Assembly of the United Nations. What 
did the spokesman of the Government say 
about it? What did we do to give a lead 
to the world ?” 


The Economic Secretary to the Treasury, 
Mr. R. Maudling replied that in 1953, Britain 
subscribed to a declaration by the General 
Assembly of UN saying : 


“When sufficient progress has been made 
in internationally supervised world-wide dis- 
armament, to devote a portion of the sav- 
ings achieved through such disarmament to 
an international fund within the framework 
of the United Nations to assist development 
and reconstruction in underdeveloped coun- 
tries, 


Sir Richard Acland (Gravesend) commented 
that Holland had pressed that the fund should 
commence forthwith; that if all nations sub- 


scribed one dollar for every 340 spent on 
arms it could be done. 

Quoting Mr. Noel-Baker’s figures given 
during a debate in March, 1954, Dr. Barnett- 
Stross (Stoke-on-Trent, Central) said that 
1,200,000,000 of our fellow men are hungry, 
disease ridden, ill-clothed and _ ill-housed, 
from the cradle to the grave. 


World mutual aid should not wait for 
international agreement on disarmament, for 
world mutual aid is a measure of disarma- 
ment itself, or, at least, the essential prelude 
to physical disarmament,” he added. 


Often crops fail in India, and the people 
are driven by severe hunger to eat a food 
(vetch) which they have been told is poisonous, 
and which caused a lingering, miserable death. 
In a bad year, 60,000 people die of this dis- 
ease known as lathyrism. 


Mrs. Harriet Slater, (Stoke-on-Trent, North) 
referred to the great waste which takes place 
yearly through lack of planning. 

“We are constantly facing the fact that 


EXIT MALARIA—ENTER FARMING 


An Indian farm- 
er drives his trac- 
tor and plough 
through a former 
malarious area in 
Terai, India, bring- 
ing new land into 
food production. 


Malaria has been 
the scourge of 
India’s agriculture. 


Experts from 
the Food and 
Agriculture Organ- § 
isation and the 
World Health Or- 
ganisation, two 
United Nations 
specialised agen- 
cies, have been 
helping India free 
swamp areas from 
the dreaded mos- 
quito. 

A world-wide 
appeal to all na- & & é 
tions to intensify ® , 
their efforts to rid the world of the scourge of 
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EDUCATION OF FORCES’ CHILDREN 


Peace News correspondent 


FINHREE interesting points were revealed 
= during the discussion on the future edu- 
cation of the children of members of the 
po during the Army Estimates on March 


Mr. Nigel Nicholson, M.P. (Bournemouth 
East and Christchurch) revealed that 
“nerhaps” British troops would be stationed 
in Germany for the next fifty years. 

He also said, “the Germans themselves 
have had to pay for the capital costs of the 
premises which we occupy, and in many cases, 
the equipment within them.” 

“The expenditure, had we had to pay the 
whole cost, would have been appalling. The 
Army statisticians in the Northern Army 
Group Headquarters have worked out the 
real cost of keeping a child at King William's 
School, Wilhelmshaven, at £562 per child per 
year, and, for the whole of the Zone, at £499 
per child per year in the secondary schools, 
That figure is a lesson for us.” 

It appears to be a lesson which the Gov- 
ernment docs not wish to learn, but will soon 
be imposing upon the already heavily-laden 
British taxpayer, for Mr. Nicholson went on: 

“So, when we are thinking, as we must, 
of building new schools in Germany for these 
children, we must realize that the capital cost 
alone will be between £800 and £1,000 per 
child, that cost of constructing those schools 
must now fall on the British taxpayer, and 
that to run the schools the cost will be about 
£400 per child, per year. 


e288: 


malaria is expected to be made at the World 


Health Assembly due to open in Mexico City on May 1, 


the resources of the world are not unlimited 
. .. we have the problem of famine in one 
part of the werld and gluts of raw materials 
in other parts... 


In some parts of the world we find examples 
of forests being cut down indiscriminately, of 
land being taken out of cultivation and be- 
cause of it the people . . . suffer poverty. We 
have the misuse of valuable minerals, and the 
unscientific cultivation of land . Every 
24 hours, 8,500 more people are born . . . one 
out of every three dies before it is a year 
old... 


This means that we must have a reassessment 
of our values of human life, and that, instead 
of relying on the private profit-making 
motive, we must take as the basis of our values 
a humanitarian approach to world problems. 


“We appeal to the Government to reccive 
this Motion not with a shrug of the shoul- 
ders and as being cmotional, sentimental or 
impracticable, but as a basis for discussion 
and organisation so that we in Great Britain 
can take the lead which we ought to be taking 
at presen of saving the world from poverty 
and war.” 


MORE SUPPRESSION IN 
CENTRAL AFRICA 


FRECAUSE it might “engender feclings of 

hostility between one or more sections of 
the community,” documentary information 
entitled “Nehru in Africa,” issued by the 
Current Affairs Publications, New Delhi, has 
been prohibited in Southern Rhodesia under 
the Subversive Activities Act. 

Guy Clutton-Brock, who is in charge of St. 
Faith’s Mission Farm, Southern Rhodesia, in 
a letter to the ‘ Rhodesian Herald” has said: 

“In British democracy, criticism of the 
policy of the Government is not held to be a 
subversive activity. Yet we have all become 
familiar with the pattern of events in the 
modern world whereby opinion contrary to 
that held by the Government of the country 
is suppressed, allegedly for common good. The 
pattern has been followed in Germany and in 
Russia, and is now being followed in South 
Africa. This suppression of freedom is one 
of the most sinister features of modern times. 
It is slowly creeping into our society in this 
country ... Freedom of movement, as well as 
freedom of publication, can be and is also 
restricted by Ministerial Order, 


PEOPLE AND PLACES 


HE DIED VICTORIOUS 


EE was good to see the British press paying 

a tribute to that great American, Walter 
White, secretary to the National Association 
for the Advancement of Coloured People, 
who died recently. 


Although blonde and blue-eyed, he was “ one 
sixty-fourth Negro,” and his visits to lynching 
States were undertaken at great peril. 


Cassandra, writing in the Daily Mirror, 
records this incident in White's lifelong battle 
against the colour-bar in the US: 


Once in 1921 when he was investigating 
the killing of 150 Negroes in Oklahoma he 
was dragged out of bed by a lynching party 
who, mistaking him for a white man, tried 
to get him to join the fun of a murderous 
expedition. 

“Who are you looking for?” asked White. 
“ Any nigger,” they replied. “The boys just 
want to have some fun so we are going to 
shoot up a few.” 

The News Chronicle rightly declared: ‘“ The 
symbol of White's work is that lynchings 
ceased in his lifetime.” 


NEW ZEALAND'S TURN 


DE. DONALD SOPER is to visit 
New Zealand for two months 
next year, 

It is hoped that he will be able to tour the 
country in addition to being the central figure 


of an important Industrial Relations Con- 
ference which New Zealand Methodists are 
planning. 

The news has brought alarm and despon- 
dency to the pro-military wing of the Metho- 
dist Church there. 


One cautionary voice was raised at the NZ 
Mcthodist Conference. This controversial man 
would upset our people as he had upset so 
many in Britain—and in Australia when he 
visited there. He was a stormy petrel. 


This element was routed, however. A. C. 
Barrington, writing in the New Zealand 
Christian Pacifist says that the Conference 
seemed to relish the thought of Methodism 
being stirred up. 

Dr. Soper will find a gallant band of war 
resisters in the Methodist Church in New 
Zealand. They will be encouraged in their 
work by this visit. 


BUT THE GUNS ARE NOT LOADED 


DIDN’T know Home Office regu- 
lations were that stupid. 


They insist on the RAF carrying rifles when 
they line the streets of Nelson for the royal 
visit because the Home Secretary is responsible 
for the safety of the Queen’s person on such 
occasions, 

And yet the rifles are never loaded according 
to the Daily Express report of the resignation 
of the Mayor (Peace News last week), 


By Hugh Brock 


I understand that there was a good deal of 
movement to and fro between the Chairman of 
the Lancashire County Council, the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County, and the Home Office 
on this issue. Toes were SPEEDY. dug in on 
the “empty rifles to guard the Queen,” issue. 
No doubt the Home Office is heavily infiltrated 
by the War Office who want this display for 
recruiting purposes. 


What a long way Britain lags behind other 
European countries where the Sovereign can 
be seen riding through the capital on a bicycle. 

Perhaps Alderman Bland will have started 
something by his protest, 


THEIR H-BOMB CAMPAIGN 


OHN BULLOUGH, of Grange- 

over-Sands tells me that the Lake- 

land Area of the Peace Pledge Union have had 

a “No H-bombs” advertisement put in nine 
weekly newspapers covering the area. - 


' 

The message reads: “In saying ‘No’ to the 
H-bomb we say ‘No’ to all war. Use rearma- 
ment money to develop backward countries, 
thereby removing the cause of Communism.” 
Readers of the advertisements are invited to 
send enquiries to John Bullough. 


The miles of mountainous, roadless country 
in the Lakeland area prevent pacifists meeting 
very often. Pooling of resources for this press 
campaign is an admirable way round that 
obstacle. 
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WHAT HAS BECOME OF CHIVALRY? 


By Esme Wynne Tyson 


N a recent issue of the New York Times, Hanson W. Baldwin quoting the official 

report of the Atomic Energy Commission, says that in the case of the bomb 

exploded on Bikini last year the local fall-out of radioactive lethal particles con- 
taminated an area of about 140 miles long by twenty miles wide. 


This, and similar information, has 
caused America to “ think again” about 
civilian defence. 


But how much more should it lead those in 
England who talk so ignorantly and irrespon- 
sibly about defence measures to abandon the 
baseless idea that our small island and its in- 
habitants could possibly be defended from 
such a cataclysm? 


A book for 
Christian Pacifists 


Studies in Christian Social Commitment: A 
Christian Pacifist Symposium, Edited by 
John Ferguson. Independent Press, 8s. 6d. 


ALTHOUGH of these six essays, I find three 
4% that I regard as of superlative merit, those 
by Dr, John H. Hicks, Dr, Nels Ferre and Mr. 
H. D. Lewis, all the essays maintain a high 
level of thought, and I would that Christians 
of all denominations would study them. 


Dr. Hicks has a profound argument, which 
leads him to the conclusion that “‘ God's provi- 
dence may, at any given time, involve different 
callings for different people.” And this he 
believes to have been discerned between 
Christians, pacifist and non-pacifist, in the 1939 
war. 


Dr, Ferre, in a later essay comes near to this 
position, from a_ different philosophical 
approach: “We dare not, accordingly judge 
our fellow men. They must take whatever 
stance accords with the condition of their 
conscience.” Mr. Lewis also approaches this 
attitude. 


But elsewhere in the volume, where this 
position is recognised, and not refused, the 
writer says that it should not prevent the 
pacifist from continuing the attempt to con- 
vert the non-pacifist. It seems therefore that it 
ought not to prevent the non-pacifist from con- 
tinuing to attempt to convert the pacifist. And 
if a person be a Hegelian, he will see in this 
perpetuated conflict the operation of a dialectic 
which will produce some sort of synthesis. 


But I am not able to detect in any of these 
writers a Hegelian tendency. What Dr. Hicks 
is concerned to produce is an awareness and 
spirit of common service amongst Christians 
related to this controversy. I do not know if 
there is a general consensus of pacifist con- 
viction upon this very important point. 


* 


Upon one issue I feel bound to comment. I 
have assumed that the coming of . atomic 
weapons has transformed the shape of the 
argument ; but apart from a reference by Dr. 
Ferre, there is almost no mention of this in the 
volume, It seems to me that the pacifist is now 
in a stronger position than ever, if he is a 
paciftst whose human loyalty is deeply integral 
to his faith (for surely his loyalty to Christ 
is the foundation of his true Christian 
humanism). 


Supposing, then, that Russia were the aggres- 
sor in a new total war in which the new 
weapons would certainly be employed. There 
will almost certainly be no victory for any- 
body ; but there would be results, The pacifist 

sition would logically (and only logically) 
ead to the end of the Western Tradition. The 
non-pacifist position would logically (and only 
logically) lead to the end of the world. Those 
are the ultimate risks, so far as man’s life in 
this world are concerned. Since the Christian 
faith cannot rid itself of eschatological warn- 
ings, but in order to do that must reduce itself 
to theological liberalism, it seems to me that 
the Christian Pacifist is in a less controvertible 
position than ever before. And I am surprised 
that this volume, so very able and informed, in 
many ways, contains no discussion of the 
actual situation today. 


W. G. PECK. 


Broadcast this now 


DR. DONALD SOPER 


Arms? Britain should 
scrap the lot ! 


His forthright “ News Chronicle ” article 
reprinted, by permission, in leaflet form. 


100: 2s 1,000 18s 


Also 


Sir RICHARD ACLAND 


No H-bombs 


for Britain 


His House of Commons speech 
SIX PAGE FOLDER 


100: 2s 6d, 
1000: 22s 6d 
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SEND YOUR ORDERS TODAY TO 


Peace News Publications Dept. 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


All“ measures”--medical aid, nurses, 
stretcher bearers and the hospitals themselves— 
would be climinated for miles around; and 
people skinned alive are not in a condition to 
wait for two days until the virulence of the 
radioactivity has subsided sufficiently for help 
to reach them. What of the burnt, the blind, 
the maimed, the children and babies slowly 
dying in torture and their parents able to do 
nothing, even if they still exist? Even if 
medical aid did reach them in forty-eight 
hours, the patients would almost certainly have 
been reduced to raving lunatics. 


According to the AEC report the only 
chance of survival would be for those who 
could reach a deep enough concrete shelter 
and survive in it for two days. Unfortunately 
the world has the bombs but not the shelters, 
and how long would it take Britain to build 
enough shelters to accommodate her immense 
population, even if the enemy were conside- 
rate enough to give them sufficient warning 
of its intentions to enable the people to reach 
shelter? 


When reading such reports, and of the 
fantastically unrealistic proposals for defending 
the civilian population, and noting at the same 
time that the Government is serenely going on 
with its plans to make, and, if “ necessary ” use 
these unthinkably appalling weapons of war, 
I cannot help wondering, as a woman, how 
it is that chivalry has been allowed to vanish 
from the face of the earth? 


Not a single non-pacifist in any country, as 
far as one can ascertain, has arisen to say that 
he, for one, will not give his consent to such 
devilish cruelty being inflicted on helpless 
women and children. 


Coventry and Dresden 


What has happened to what was once 
believed to be that innate spirit of protective 
manliness which caused “ Women and children 
first” to be the order of the day when saving 
people from fire or shipwreck? 


Even until the last war there was an 
element of chivalry connected with the fighting 
services, for the young men who joined up 
sincerely believed that they were doing so 
chiefly to protect their women-folk and 
children, and if possible to prevent the fighting 
from reaching our shores. But during the 
course of World War II it became increasingly 
obvious that this was a complete delusion and 
that by joining up and so giving their agree- 
ment to war, men were henceforth ensuring 
that the innocent and helpless—or what was 
left of them—should be piled up on communal 
funeral pyres as at Coventry and Dresden, and 
that the only form chivalry could take was in 
strong-minded conscientious objection to mass 
homicide and a refusal to take part in it. 


Nevertheless, the Tribunals still pose to the 
young conscientious objectors the meaningless 
question: “Would you not fight if someone 
attacked your mother?” They must know 
perfectly well that there is now no question of 
personal attack. It is merely a matter of pres- 
sing a button and the indiscriminate massacre 
of millions, and what conscript, however wil- 
ling, could defend his mother from the H- 
bomb that will come to her as the direct 
result of his and similar young men's agree- 
ment to fight? 


_-The CO Tribunals are no more interested 
in the protection of women and children than 
the rest of those who are preparing for a 
third world war. And nothing is more notice- 
able in the armament talks than the utter in- 
difference to the fate of the civilian population 


eS =I 


They are training young men to do it again 


This woman and child were targets for the atom bomb dropped by the Allied 
forces on Hiroshima in World War If. Peeling skin hangs down where their bodies were 
exposed to heat-flash from the bomb. _ 


who are expected, as they were in the last war, 
to “take it”? without complaint. 


Yet these modern war-planners probably 
imagine that they are more enlightened and 
advanced than the colonial settlers of the last 
century who, when defending their stockades 
against the attacking savages, always saved a 
last merciful “shot” for their womenfolk if 
the enemy should win, realizing that it was 
hardly just for the helpless and defenceless to 
suffer torture as a result of masculine violence. 


But what were the tortures of those days 
compared with what the various governments 
are calmly preparing for their defenceless 
civilian populations to endure in their agree- 
ment to use nuclear weapons in war? 


If men lack the chivalry and courage to 
refuse to lend themselves to such barbarities 
by demanding that war should be outlawed 
as a method and individually refusing to take 


part in it they should at Ieast be as merciful 
as the oldtime scttlers. Before they give theif 
consent to this horror by allowing themselves 
to be conscripted, they should demand of thé 
authorities that the scientists who havé 
invented these devilish instruments of death, 
torment and agony, set their minds to the task 
of concocting a quick, painless poison that can 
be delivered in Icthal doses to the public by 
house to house distribution before war is actu’ 
ally declared. 


If there is any clement of pity and chivalry 
left in the world, civilians should at least bé 
allowed some alternative to the agonizing 
death and inconceivable sufferings that th? 
militarists are preparing to inflict upon ghem: 


Let women unite to demand the alternative 
of a painless end for themselves and theif 
children and let men at least have enoug 
chivalry to see that they get it. 


- 


Peace-building: They’re on the job 


AID FOR 47 COUNTRIES 


EBACE-BUILDING by physical effort will 
"be carried out this year in forty-seven 
different countrics by the various Ceresole 
organisations which sponsor work camps. 


The Eieiects originated by a Swiss pacifist, 
Pierre Ceresole, now spans the globe, involving 
the Continents of Europe, Asia, Africa and 
America, and over a hundred organisations are 
tecruiting for volunteers and establishing work 
camps. 

In the Gold Coast, workers will be setting up 
a clinic and community poultry farm at Tsito, 
Awudome, In South Africa, at Roma, Basuto- 
land, there will be work on the construction 
for a University College. 


Three places in Alaska will receive volun- 
teers—one site will require people for building, 
road and ears construction and ground clear- 
ing ; another for finishing and painting a class- 
room building, and a third for Church con- 
struction. 


The World Council of Churches will be 
engaging volunteers for many projects, includ- 
ing the construction of a Church at Ramallah, 
Jordan, and a Community Centre at 
Marjayour, Lebanon. 


Work Camps at Hyderabad, India will have 
a varied programme of veterinary assistance, 
anti-malarial work, agriculture, adult educa- 
tion and the construction of a school. At 
Bombay, slum clearing will be done by week- 
end campers. 


_ Refugee housing is planned for four camps 
in Germany, and at Friedland construction 
work will be commenced for a home for the 
blind. Most of the workers for German camps 
will be drawn from the refugees themselves and 
other unemployed youth in Western Germany. 


Details of the organisations involved can be 
obtained for two International Postal Reply 
Coupons from: Co-ordination Committee for 
International Voluntary Work Camps, c/o 
Youth Section, Unesco, 19 Avenue Kleber, 
Paris 16e. 


IN A PAKISTAN VILLAGE 


BRAHARWAL, in Pakistan, has a Moslem 
population, many of whom are refugee 
families. Its main occupation is agriculture, 
for the ground is quite fertile. The village 
possesses two flour mills, and many people 
are engaged in spinning and weaving. 
There is a boys’ ahd a girls’ school, five 
Mosques and a large derelict Sikh temple. 


And not long ago there was also the risk of 
infection from the insanitary conditions which 
sprang up since the Sikhs left the district, 
Rubbish was scattered in the streets, because 
there was no rubbish pit. Water lay in the 
pot-holes of the uncven roads, because there 
was no drainage system. 

A villager, a woman, voiced the concern of 
her neighbours to a “ Pick-and-shovel-peace- 
making” team which was in the area, ‘“ You 
must come here and help us to clear up this 
village.” 

Wilfred Court, leader of the Service Civil 
International team in Baharwal, reporting 
back on the work so far completed, shows 
how, with -the help of the villagers, the 
campers have helped to make the village 
a cleaner and healthier place, 


Strects have been evened out, and large 
rubbish pits have been dug. An old drain 
which ran from a well out into the street has 
been stripped down, and the bricks cleaned up 
for re-use in the making of a brick drain. 

The team (Europeans and Pakistanis) will 


continue their work in Pakistan until lat¢ 


Spring. 
YOUTH CONFERENCES 


DURING the course of the summer holl- 

days, the Council for Education in Worl 
ae Ty. (an organisation of the United 
Nations Association) will be organising five 
conferences, details of which will be available 
from 25 Charles St., W.!. 


“In the meantime,” writes Margaret 
Quass, the Assistant Secretary, “readers may 
like to know that arrangements have bee® 
made for parties to visit Yugoslavia, Germany 
Switzerland and Denmark, where the pro: 
gramme will include sightseeing, lectures, and 
discussions with young people of the country 
in question. 

“In addition to these, we are running ov! 
own conference in a delightfully situate? 
school just outside Bristol to which we at 
expecting delegates from various parts of 
world.” 

. 7 . 


The recently-formed Islington (N. London) 
Peace Association held its first public meet 
ing recently at the Central Library, whe 
two peace films were shown, and the Rev: 
John Bliss, Vicar of Christ Church Bef 
mondsey, spoke on German Rearmament. 


ong 
° 
CUPAvenenesrevecnovnansosnsconcacncaseraccccnacapensseee”. fF 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday April 3rd 
King’s Weigh House Church, Binney St., W-! 
(Near Bond St. Tube) 


Discourse by Rev. W.J Piggott, M.A. 
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They’re saying this about 


Conscription in the U.S. 
THE CHURCH... 


“The Church is concerned with our survival 
M4 democracy penetrated by Christian values. 
llitarism as a way of life is a foe of demo- 
tracy, and our forefathers fled to these shores 
lo escape it. We call upon our people to pre- 
Yent any attempt to fasten peacetime conscrip- 

tion on the American people.” 
—Council of Methodist Bishops, 1954. 

s s e 


“Whereas the General Council of the 
United Christian Youth Movement, met in 
the interest of Christ and His Church, holds 
the basic tenets the way of love and brother- 
hood in all our relations with men, and the 
principles involved in Universal Military 
Training under any name or in any guise 
are diametrically opposed to these basic 
tenets, and whereas it is the conviction of 
this body that war is an instrument of man 
and not of God. : ; 

“Be is resolved that we stand in opposi- 
tion to any legislation which would provide 
for the type of compulsory military training 
being proposed .. .” 

Resolution released February 3, b 
the United Christian You 


Movement. 
» 


“There are grave questions in the minds of 
any Americans when they face a plan which 
Would bring virtually every 17-year-old male 
Under the control of the military for from 


, ix to ten of his most formative years. 


“In the light of past consistent opposition to 
Peacetime conscription as undesirable and con- 
tary to American tradition it is recommended 
that the Women’s Division again reaffirm its 
opposition to UMT in any form including the 
Contemplated plan which will be presented to 
the 84th Congress.” 

~—Women’s Diviston of Christian Service 
of the Methodist Church, January 
8, 1955. 


|THE PRESS... 


“American education leaders are greatly 
concerned at the sharp drop in Braduale 
an 


enrollment in the nation’s colleges 
universities. A dangerous reduction has 
taken place in all fields .. . Although 


various causes may be cited, responsible 
educators attribute much of the decline to 
local draft boards . . . this dangerous sit- 
uation . . . may cause appalling harm to 
the national welfare.” : 

-——Benjamin Fine, New York Times, 

January 10, 1954. | 
+. * 


The January 3, 1955 “ Newsweck ” reported 
that the 1954 report of the American Social 
ygiene Association will show that prostitution 
ls now tolerated in more than 65 US cities, 
most of them near military camps. It will also 
ow an increase of juvenile venereal disease 
Washington of 100 per cent. in one year. 


MHE POLITICIANS... 


“I got to thinking here three or four 
months ago about Korea, Indo-China and 
EDC, and I came to the conclusion that 
nothing different from what happened would 
have happened if we had been twice as strong 
in a military sense...” 

Secretary of Defence, 
December, 1954, 
s 


Wilson ; 
s 


“The record ... offers sobering evidence 
that peacetime conscription, always advocated 
a8 an instrument of negative protection, always 
ecomes an instrument of positive aggression ; 
that it brings in its wake militarism, conquest, 
8nd ultimately defeat and disaster.” 
—Former Rep, Howard Buffett, “The 

Churchman,” December 1, 1954. 


Quotes 


“Americans are fond of working with 
figures. They put down 160 divisions on the 
Soviet side and then add the French, British 
4nd American forces together. Then they 
Put down 12 divisions from Germany and the 
Whole adds up to 167! So they conclude that 

e West is ‘actually that much stronger. But 
You see: divisions are not numbers ; divisions 
are human beings. What will these human 
eings do if and when war really starts ? 

I cannot imagine that German troo 
9n the left bank of the Rhine will fight in the 
direction of the right bank of the Rhine. It's 
too much to ask of them. Hitler, I think, will 
turn out to have been the last man in history 
Who could make people in Europe in great 


Qumbers fight.” 
—From “The Way of Peace,” by 
Martin Niemoller. Published by 
Friends Peace Committe. Obtain- 
able from Housmans Bookshop. 


Price 3d. 


“Fear is the fundamental evil that generates 
War, hot or cold, ancient or modem. And the 
®nly way to get rid of it is unilateral action, 
‘o begin the right thing without waiting for 

e other side.” 

—From “The Fear of the Bomb,” by 
C. Rajagopalachari; published by 
Ffiends Peace Committee. Price As. 
per hundred, 1\d. each. Obtainable 
from Housmans Bookshop. 


,. We believe that the best contribution our 
~Ountry could make to the success of the dis- 
’tmament conference now meeting in London 
8 to refuse to join the suicidal race in H- 
‘ombs, abandon reliance on ALL weapons 
°f warfare and start devoting a greater part 
Our resources to help the under-developed 
"teas of the world. 
th Absolute pacifism may not be endorsed by 
‘Ne mass of the British people yet, but there 


in® growing numbers who have little faith 
ne the absolute militarism to which our 


Tatty is becoming increasingly committed. 
it Cour could rally these forces for peace if 
adopted a new approach to world “problems 


wed turned its back on all preparations for 
rT,” —“Yabour Peace Leader,” March- 
April, 1955. 


Said ‘No’ to Spanish call-up} ,.4, 


NOW FACING DEPORTATION AND DEATH 


A SPANISH war resister is facing deportation from the USA, and almost certain 


death if he is sent back to Spain. 


He is Francisco Fernandez, aged 27, 
working with the pacifist Catholic Worker 
organisation in New York. 


He entered the US illegally in 1948 by 
jumping ship after refusing to be conscripted 
into the Spanish Navy. 

There is no recognition of conscientious 
objection in Spain, refusal to obey the call-up 
usually means death. 

Fernandez had notified the US authorities 
that he was entering the country illegally and 
was put on parole. 

After some years of contact with the 
Catholic Worker movement in New York he 
came to the conclusion that it was wrong to 
accept parole from any government and it was 
then that he wrote to the immigration authori- 
ties. 

Early this year he was called to an Immigra- 
tion Office hearing and told that he would be 
deported. 

The Spanish Consulate in New York issued 
Fernandez with a passport which he returned 
with the following letter: 

Dear Sir: 

With all my respect I am returning here- 
with the passport which was issued to me by 

your consulate on May 20, 1954, 


I wish by this action to declare myself 
free from your government and from ail 
other governments on earth. 

Z am undertaking this step after much 
consideration and at the conclusion of a 
three-day retreat of fasting and prayers in 
which I have asked God to lead my uncertain 
search towards His all-loving heart. 

Not with pride but humility have I 
pledged to disobey the government of men 
in order to obey the government of God. 

Because I was born und brought up in 
Spain it is assumed that I am “a Spanish 
citizen or subpect”’ and that I owe allegiance 
to the Spanish Government. 

This assumption is false. 

No man owes allegiance to any one or to 
any group (governments) until he commit 
himself. 

I have not committed myself. 

There is one chief reason which impels me 
to declare myself free from all governments: 
that government is basically an evil institu- 
tion contrary to the Will of God. 

If men would love one another, there 
would be absolutely no need for government, 
What we need is not government but Love, 
and certainly we do not find Love in the 
organised government of men. 

I am praying that the day come when all 
men will realise that Love for God and Love 
oeeone another is the only government we 
need. 

I am accompanying my humble prayer by 
declaring myself free from your government 
and from all other governments and by 
asserting that he who obeys God is free 
from obeying men. 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANCISCO FERNANDEZ. 
In a letter to the US Department of Justice 
Fernandez wrote: 


Four brothers go to 
prison again 


FYOUR brothers have twice been imprisoned 
for being conscientious objectors. They 

are the Doty brothers of Minnesota, USA, 

reputed descendants of the Pilgrim Fathers. 

Their first sentence ranged from 18 months 
to two years for Joel, the elder brother. On 
release, they were asked to register for the 
draft, and when they refused the prison officials 
forged the names of all four brothers on the 
registration cards. 

Shortly after they returned home, they were 
ordered to report for induction into the Army, 
and when they ignored the order, they were 
again arrested. 

The Court found them “ guilty of refusing 
to report for induction,” and sentenced them 
to two years each. 

William Doty, their father, himself a con- 
scientious objector in the First World War, in 
a letter to Governor Bracken Lee of Utah, 
pointed out: 

“Some of these war objectors who were 
imprisoned because they would not fight for 
Communist Russia in World War II, were also 
imprisoned again under the 1948 peacetime 
draft, because they would not fight the Com- 
munists, 

“Conscription should be abolished and war 
should be outlawed forever and ever .. .” 


DON’T PLAY WITH FIRE 


From Devere Allen 
Editor of Worldover Press 


IN a flash of realism, Val Peterson, Civil 
Defence Administrator in the USA, said 
at Washington on February 26 that if there 
were a mass attack on the US, the authorities 
“would depend on the Air Force to strike 
a retaliatory crippling blow at the FE 

As of right now, that’s about all the defence 
there is, and that is no defence at all. 

Helpful, isn’t it, to think that if some mill- 
ions of Americans or British are toasted to 
a crisp, some of the Russians will share the 
same fate ? 

The one real answer, as it has been for 
years, is just not to have war! So far, none 
of the big powers are showing awareness of 
the problem. But hatred is no substitute for 
life. Neither is fear. 

“Heat not a furnace for your foe so hot,” 
warns Shakespeare’s Duke of Norfolk, “ that 
it do singe yourself.” 


Francisco Fernandez holds a poster “ De- 
pend on Gandhi-like non-violence” out- 
side the United Nations Headquarters in 
New York during the UN debate on 
Formosa last January. Standing on the left 


Ammon Hennacy, Associate Editor, 
Catholic Worker. 


“T assure you that I am not running into 
hiding, and that I am willing to accept the 
consequences of my action either in Spain or 
in any other part of the world.” 


On February 25 Fernandez was callcd to the 
Immigration office “in connection with an 
official matter.” 


“T went there at 1 p.m.,” he told Peace News 
afterwards, “and the clerk told me to wait. I 
sat and waited for two hours until 3 p.m., and 
then I thought I had waited long enough and 
I left the office. I mailed them a note that 


same day telling them I was sorry I could not 
wait any longer because I had personal matters 
to attend to. I have not yet heard anything 
else from the Immigration officials.” 


‘SWE TAUGHT AFRICANS NOT TO FIGHT ” 


April 1, 1955--PEACE NEWS—5 


VAH’S WITNESSES 
AND CONSCRIPTION 


Important decisions in 
New Zealand and USA 


From A. C. BARRINGTON 


AN important development in New Zcaland 
j call-up procedure has been the case of 
a Jehovah's Witness, E. L. James, who was 
fined £30 for not obeying an order to go into 
camp. 


He appealed to the Supreme Court and 
Mr. Justice Archer dismissed the appeal but 
suggested that the Conscientious Objectors’ 
Appeal Committee should grant a re-hearing. 


This was done and Edward James granted 
unconditional exemption. This brought the 
case back to the Magistraie’s Court and the 
Magistrate cancelled the £30 fine without can- 
celling the conviction and ordered payment 
a ee costs £1 and Crown Solicitor’s fee 

s. 


When the Magistrate, Mr. Preston, was 
making the familiar comment: ‘“ Does this 
mean that these people can have all the rights 
and privileges of living under the British 
flag...,” Mr. P. Dickson, counsel for Edward 
James, interrupted him with great relevance: 


“No, sir, it does not mean that. It means 
nat the Union Jack stands for religious free- 
om. 


He went on to say: “Jchovah’s Witnesses 
may have some peculiar interpretations, but 
1900 years ago another then smal! sect had 
some beliefs that were peculiar at that time.” 


To which the Magistrate’s surprising re- 


joinder was: “Please do not confuse these 
people with Quakers! ” 


A “ theocratic” war 


TPHE Supreme Court in Washington on 

- March 14, ruled that members of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, might be willing to fight a “ theo- 
cratic”’ war, but not an earthly one, and still 
be sincere conscientious objectors. 


On these grounds, it reversed convictions of 
three men who had refused induction into 
military service. 

Referring to Jehovah’s Witnesses’ willingness 
to fight in wars of Jehovah’s bidding, Justice 
Clark said that this was tempered by the fact 
that so far as is known, their history records 
no such commands since biblical times, and 
their theology does not appear to contemplate 
one in the future. 


It’s not Christian to say 


‘What else 


can you do’ 


—Member of London CO Tribunal 


YOUTH, who, unless he wins an appeal against the decision made at Fulham 
(London) Tribunal on March 18, will be conscripted into the Forces, should 
prove himself to be a source of education to his comrades-in-arms. 


He is Brian Thomas Grist, a Surveyor 
trainee, who believes in the power of prayer 
above the power of force. 


He said that even in the face of attack, he 
would pray:to God for guidance, and not 
defend with violence. 

Christian teaching instructed him to turn the 
other cheek, and as a civilian he could do this 
far better than if he were a soldier. 

Mr. Little, Trade Union representative on 
the Tribunal, pointed out that if he were over- 
run by an enemy, he would not be able to 
make himself properly understood, because of 
language difficulties, but Grist stood firm, 
replying, “I have been taught that one should 
love one’s enemies.” 

Sincere as 18-year-old Brian Grist was in 
his objection to war, it was the opinion of the 
Tribunal that he had not read sufficient of the 
viewpoint taken by those “ Christians” who 
had a case for going to war. 


Would not serve in BAMC 


Those “Christians” who face the prospect of 
going to war with the phrase, “ What else can 
you do?” are not Christians in the opinion of 
another Tribunal member, Mr. Tudor-Davies. 

Ian Gould, facing the Tribunal, said that he 
believed those who joined the forces were 
divided into two categories—those who based 
tcligious beliefs on the Old Testament, and 
those who took the attitude, “What else can 
you do?” 

In his statement, he refused non-combatant 
duties, because he felt that the RAMC would 
not have had Christ's sanction. 

“T believe that the motivating power behind 
Christ was love,” he said, “As a Christian, I 
follow his example. I feel that Jesus would not 
have joined himself to any organisation which 
was not based on love.” 

He was told by Professor James that Christ 
had to use physical force to drive fifty men 
from the Temple. Ian Gould replied that he 
believed that there had been a greater force at 
work in the Temple that day than that of 
physical force. 


He stressed the need to prevent situations in 
which any question of physical force arose, 
and said that he would try to prevent evil by 
any means rather than by force. 

A_ witness, Mr. Cooper, who had been a 
serving officer in the forces, said that he had 
presented the other point of view to Ian 
Gould. “I don’t subscribe to the pacifist view- 
point myself,” he said. “I have taken care to 
see that he (Gould) has been presented with 
the view that when all other methods have 
failed, we should defend smaller nations who 


are attacked by larger nations.” 
Ian Gould was given conditional exemption. 


‘* Do violence to no man" 


A Baptist, Brian Eric Ford, quoted the 
words of John-the-Baptist, to back his con- 
scientious objection. He said that the New 
Testament told him to do violence to no man. 
This quotation Erpewe to fox the Tribunal, 
and Sir Gerald Hargreaves asked the origin 
of the quotation, 

“In Luke,” answered Brian Ford. 

The matter was passed over, but the full 
text reads; 

“And the soldiers likewise demanded of 
him, saying, ‘And what shall we do?” And he 
said unto them, ‘Do violence to no man, 
neither accuse any falsely ...’” 

Ford faltered when questioned on the story 
of the Good Samaritan. He was given the 
hypothetical instance of Jesus arriving at the 
time that the man was being brutally treated, 
and asked what he thought Jesus would have 
done. Ford agreed that it was possible that it 
might have been right in that instance to 
use force. 

Sir Gerald Hargreaves, giving a decision 
not to accept Brian Ford as a conscientious 
objector, said, “He is genuincly interested to 
do what Christianity dictates. He should get 
a better view on the subject from both angles.” 
It was suggested that he went to the Appellate 
Tribunal, 


Logic in his statement 


Patrick Matimba, a University student at 
prctent engaged as a kitchen-hand, told the 

ribunal that as an African he did not under- 
stand why the black peoples had been taught 
Christianity, and were now being killed by the 
white man’s gun. 


The Tribunal 


unanimously agreed that 


there was logic in his statement, and Sir 
Gerald Hargreaves, granting conditional ex- 
emption said, “He has been asked to go into 
military service here, by the very people who 
have taught Africans not to fight.” 
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TPHE hydrogen bomb is capable, judging 

from current reports, of destroying all 
buildings and most living things within 
a thirty mile radius of its explosion, and 
of killing all unprotected persons in an 
area of quite unpredictable shape cover- 
ing about 7,000 square miles to the wind- 
ward of the point of explosion, as a result 
of radioactive fall-out. Its genetic and 
climatic effects are not known, but are 
probably considerable and certainly un- 
controllable. 


It is not a weapon-—that is to say, it is not 
a purposive instrument of war. It is the psycho- 
lic’s dream of unlimited destruction, a lunatic’s 
fantasy, like the fantasies which characterised 
the activities of German Nazism. 


The British Government has announced its 
interftion of making this so-called weapon as a 
deterrent. But I believe that if the issue were 
fairly put to them, as it has not been, and as, 
if the Governmen's of the world have their 
way, it will not be, the vast majority of human 
beings, not only here but in all countries, 
would hold that there are no circumstances in 
which the use of the hydrogen bomb would 
be justified, and no alte native to which it 
could be regarded as preferable. 


Policy of Annihilation 


Its use would involve the deliberate decision 
to b.ing civilisation, and quite possibly human 
history, to an end, rather than admit an ideo- 
logical defeat. 


There have been many factions and fanatics 
in the past who might have taken such a 
choice on themselves, but contemporary 
Governments are the first who have had the 
means to carry it out. 


The British Government, by announcing its 
intention of making hydrogen bombs, is 
associating itsclf with this policy. 


That scems to me the most serious feature 
of what has happened. 

The reliance cven on the threat of this 
weainon, if not on its use in the event, is a 
step back in human history—it is something 
uterly unworthy of a civilised power. In 
taking it, the Government has shown itself 
very anxious about the way in which public 
opinion here may react. I hope, and believe, 
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THE H-BOMB: WE°RE DANCING T 
ON THE RIM OF THE PIT 


that public opinion will 
ground for that anxiety. 


This issue, the fact that we are underwriting 
a policy of using genocide and suicide as a 
thieat, of offering to end human history if we 
cannot have our own way, is the issue on 
which we ought to concentrate our protests. 


At the same time I think we should consider 
what the announcement means in terms of 
actual weapons, of the defensive advantages 
which are supposed to accrue from this public 
endorsement of psychotic behaviour in politics. 
[t amounts to very little. 


I think there is real doubt whether despite 
the announcement the British bomb, as an 
actual piece of machinery, will in fact be 
made at all. I¢ may be—but I think it is 
far more likely that the materials for it will 
be collected, and a certain amount of scien- 
tific experiment cariied out on the techniques 
of using a pjutonium detonator to set off a 
thermo-nuclear charge and that will be all. 


My reasons for saying that are these. 


First, the Western powers already have 
hydrogen bombs. In the circumstances which 
might lead to their use in reprisal, this country 
would already have ceas to exist as an 
organised community. 


I don’t think that the deterrent, the 
attempt to intimidate the Communist world 
by threatening to end human history, was 
nearly so important in this decision as the 
desire to test public opinion and the need 
for a lever with which to extract atomic 
information from the Americans. 


Quite apart from anything else, this country 
has nowhere to set off such a weapon The 
Australians will not have it, and I don't think 
public opinion would tolerate a repetition of 
the Ame.ican explosion in international waters 
which killed and injured people about their 
lawful occasions. 


Antagon’‘sing Asia 


‘ In fact, the only power which can carry out 
thermonuclear explosions without immediate 
danger to people other than their own 
nationals is Russia. 


We are therefore announcing our intention 
of providing ourselves with a weapon which 
we cannot discharge, which we would not 
survive to use in meeting a nuclear attack, 
and which it would involve suicide to use in 
meeting an orthodox attack, which adds noth- 
ing even to our military preparedness, and 
which is repugnant to every decent person in 
every country, even as a threat. 

The main advantages of this announcement 
are that it will make increasingly difficult any 
attempt by Britain to moderate the tone of the 
cold war, or to secure disarmament, that it 
will antagonise Asian opinion against us when 
it is already incensed against the Americans, 


THIRDNESS IS 


give them every 


By 
Alex Comfart 


The text of his speech at the H-bomb pro- 
test meeting at Friends House, Euston on 
March 10, 1955. 


that it will add our endorsement to the body 
of military opinion which regards genocide 
and the risk of permanent genetic damage to 
the human race as normal parts of defence 
planning, as calculated risks. 


Above all it will produce effects on our 
own morale which will still further under- 
mine our capacity to act decisively and 
sensibly in international affairs. 


Previous atomic bombs have all had some- 
thing of the quality of crimes against human- 
ity. This announcement is more of the nature 
of a piece-of idiocy. It is dangerous idiocy, 
because it exposes us and Europe still more to 
the risk that it will be the West which will 
convert some limited conflict like the Korean 
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6 @There are no circumstances 
in which the use of the hydrogen 
bomb would be justified, and no 
alternative to which it would be 


regarded as preferable. 9 Y 
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war into a full scale atomic war. It is some- 
thing which is quite as stupid as it is wicked. 

What it is, of course, is a substitute for 
a policy. The bomb is supposed to deter Com- 
munist aggression; that is to say, in view of 
the definitions of aggression which have ap- 
plicd in Korea and Indochina, it is supposed 
to keep history marking time, to prevent 
countries, especially in Asia, where the West 
has failed to produce either plenty or liberty, 
from looking to Communism to provide some 
degree of economic advance. 


The deterrent is supposed to last us, in the 
Prime Minister’s view, for the three or four 
years it will take the Communist powers to 
develop their own atomic deterrent. 


After that, what ? 


With the whole of Asia against us, commit- 
ted to ceremonial suicide as a means of self- 
defence, with the basic problems of world 
nutrition and economic advance left untouched 
because we have been so busy developing de- 
terrents, we shall have the task of defending 


NOT ENOUGH 


By Alan Litherland 


A NOTABLE development in the last year 

or so has been the rapid growth of the 
Third Camp or Third Way movement. Its 
main principles appear to be democratic 
socialism, decentralisation of power, emphasis 
on human rights, freedom for subject peoples 
and a determination not to get involved with 
either side in the Power struggle. 


In the development of this movement two 
quite distinct ideas have unfortunately become 
inextricably confused. 


In one sense the movement is a courageous 
effort to find a new and better solution to the 
age-old problem of ordering the life of a large 
human community. Up to now the ordering 
of society has taken many forms, some of 
which have become crystallised into fairly 
well-defined “isms,” such as Feudalism, 
Capitalism, Leninism and Fascism, but all of 
which have had serious and obvious disadvan- 
tages, 


POLITICAL POWER 


This new effort might in some degree 
achieve its purpose by infiltration of new ideas 
and progressive modification of éxisting 
systems—a useful, difficult and unspectacular 
task. Alternatively, it may try to become an- 
other well-defined “ism,” a new and better 
ideology, sufficiently distinct from other forms 
of social democracy to become a rallying point 
and ‘a party programme, to win political 
power in one or more countries, and to set 
a living example to the rest of the world. 


But there are many social democratic move- 
ments already, and to make a new one funda- 
mentally distinct from these will be extremely 
difficult. 


For example, the seven-point ‘“ Programme 
of Liberation” suggested by A. J. Muste to 
describe the objectives of the Third Camp 
could be approved by any Annual Conference 
of the present British Labour Party—when not 
in office !—without turning a hair; and even 
if they were in office, the only awkward parts 
would be those proposing liberation from 
conscription and liberation from the domina- 
tion of the United States. 


In my opinion the Third Way does not 
provide that fundamentally distinct approach 
which a new ideoogy would require. Its 
essential distinguishing feature is its ‘‘ Third- 
ness "—i.e., non-involvement in the two power 
blocs—and this is not a fundamental policy, 
but an incidental reflection of the present inter- 
national scene. In fact, the whole thing con- 
sists of a collection of miscellaneous progres- 
sive ideas grouped round the central theme of 
Thirdness—and Thirdness is not enough. Nor 
does it improve matters to add the word 
“liberation,” which is an expression of what 
people want rather than how to get it, and a 
very well-worn expression at that. 


The Third Way Movement could do very 
useful work in a quiet way, but it simply does 
not have the stuff of which a new ideology is 
made. 


Now we come to the second idea. As well 
as being a new way of ordering human society, 
the Third Camp is also taken to mean a third 
group of nations, standing apart from either 
of the two blocs and having an independent 
policy. One way of interpreting this is indi- 
cated by recent references to Yugoslavia and 
India as “potential Third Camp nations,” as 
though existing governments, by some modi- 
fication of policy, could get together and form 
a Third Camp quite soon. 

This getting together of neutrals may well 
take place, for example under the leadership of 
Mr, Nehru, and it would serve a very useful 
purpose, but it would bear little or no relation 
to the question of a new way of ordering 
human society. In my view it will cause hope- 
less confusion to try to combine these two 
quite distinct ways of approach in the same 
movement. 


But where does pacifism come into all this? 


It is made quite clear that any country 
adopting the Third Way would refuse to be 
involved with either side in the power struggle. 


‘Some leading advocates, such as A. J. Muste, 
go further than this and insist that it would 
“organise its society on an essentially non- 
violent basis.” 


DISARMAMENT 


I do not know whether or not this means 
complete unilateral disarmament, but if it does 
then it is by far the most difficult part of the 
Third Way idea for the general public to 
swallow. Yet it is not advertised as an essen- 
tial distinguishing feature of the Third Way. 


One has the impression that this side of the 
matter is regarded as something which people 
will have to be educated up to once they have 
accepted the Third Way idea, but things just 
do not happen that way. Total disarmament 
is not a thing which can be slipped in quietly 
by the back door. 


If the pacifist side is left vague at the begin- 
ning, it will assuredly become vaguer as the 
movement absorbs more non-pacifists, and will 
soon be lost to sight—remember the British 
Labour Party! 


If, on the other hand, total disarmament 
were laid down as a definite and integral part 
of the Third Way programme, then, being the 
least acceptable part, it would automatically 
become the essential distinguishing feature, 
and the movement would change its character 
completely. 

In short, I think the Third Way is the wrong 
way for pacifists, and is one of many insidious 
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our tradition, which is worth defending, from 
a position of increasing weakness, physical, 
economic, political — one which we have 
prepared for ourselves by consistently follow: 


ing morally indefensible allies into militarily | 


indefensible situations, But then I doubt if 
any Western government at the present time 
thinks so far as four years ahead, except 11 
planning the production of weapons. 


We had the opportunity of making ouf 
technology, our conceptions of intellectual 
liberty, and our standard of living, genera 
throughout the underprivileged countries. 
Instead we have devoted ourselves to_ the 
hydrogen bomb as a defence against Com: 
munism—we might as well defend ourselves 
against Thursday weck, 


Not only from pacifists 


It is very easy to mock the government's 
policy. It is equally easy to denounce it. Thé 
weary old men who have wrestled with theif 
moral scruples on one hand and the plans 
of psychotic generals on the other, and are stil 
trying their hardest to avoid war which woul 
be suicide for everyone and peace which woul 
be suicide for them, may say “What is the 
alternative ? What have you to offer. How 
would you defend this country ?” 


I don’t think the answer need now come 
from the pacifists. It can come from the 
public as a whole. 


The issue of defence has been settled—this 
country is indefensible now. It will never bé 
defensible again. It can be defended, but only 
by diplomacy. If the Communist powers ever 
did contemplate an attack on the West, we 
shall not deter them by hydrogen bombs. It 
is hard to see why they should contemplate it 
when we are so busy destroying our economi¢ 
power and our domestic morale at home an 
discrediting our political intentions abroad. 
This may be the rim of the pit. We are 
gratuitously dancing on it. The deterrent for 
which Sir Anthony Eden must be praying at 
the moment is one which would prevent Mr. 
Dulles from starting a war against China. 


On the side of India 


Someone recently wrote that it would b¢ 
disastrous if the next election were to bé 
fought upon the issue of the hydrogen bomb. 
I don't see why. If the issue of Britain§ 
policy in the present world situation wefe 
to be put fairly and definitively to the public 
I think they would provide the alternative 
policy. 

This country does not belong on the side 
of Communism as an ideology. It does not 
belong on the side of the United States. It 
belongs by tradition, by interest, and by 
inclination on the side which has rccentlY 
been taken by India, on the side of concilia- 
tion and humanity, not of ideology, or © 
the use of horror comics as a foreign policy: 


The only argument which can carry any 
weight today against the withdrawal of this 
country from the Cold War is that outside 
NATO we might be less able to restrain the 
activities of the United States and its right- 
wing allies. 


I doubt even that. 


The policy of diplomacy by bomb, the veto 
upon negotiation or compromise, are thé 
policy of a very few Americans only. We 
could offer the world something which it has 
virtually forgotten: moral leadership, 


If we seceded from the Cold War, if we 
renounced genocide as a weapon, if we becamé 
ourselves, the effect of that decision on the 
morale of everyone in this country, and every’ 
one outside it, would be enormous. 


If we come out of the Cold War 


We should run not one iota of increased 
military risk—we are totally exposed already: 
We should cease to be alternately bullies am 
lackeys, excusing policies which we know 10 
be infamous, and rejecting policies which we 
know to be right. We should have Jearne 
the lesson which the Communists have been 
so slow to learn, and which the Americans 
have forgotten—that there are some policies 
which are a moral liability far in excess 
of their apparent expediency, and that there 
art when it pays to do what is obviously 
right. 

The Government is worried about the effect 
of the hydrogen bomb decision upon publi¢ 
opinion. Let us increase that anxfety. Let u9 
kick this filthy thing out of our country. Let 
us take risks which are worth taking. Let us 
stand for once on the side of human decency 
and human sanity. I don’t think we need feat 
the consequences. And I don’t doubt that if 
we have the will we can save not only oul 


selves but ihe world. - : 


Publications received . . . 


“An Intemational Police Force and Public 
Opinion ”—Polled Opinion in the Unite 
States, 1939-53, by William Buchanan, Hef 
bert E. Krugman, and R. W. Van Wagener. 
Published by Center for Research on World 
Political Institutions, Princetown Univers’ 
ity, Princetown, New Jersey. 


“The Strange Trial of Stanley Nowak,” bY 
Conrad Komorowski. Published by Th? 
Stanley Nowak Defense Committee, 3% 
Massachnsetts Ave., Detroit 3, Michigat 
Price 1 Dollar, 


“Ban the Bomb—Start the Talks,” by D. N- 
Pritt. Published by the British Peace Com 
ped 81, City Rd., London E.C.1. Pric® 


“The Changing Face of the World,” Book® 
6, 7 and 8 dealing with Australasia, AS 
and Europe respectively, by Hebe Spaulh 
Published by Rockliff, Salisbury Sq. Lo# 
don, Price Is. 9d. 


: 
i 


| THANK 


Plom: 
Schreiner’ 
centenary 

Whence 
human to 
She was 


RAI 
by 
Jose 
Flem 


of all re 
‘Couragec 
Coloured 
Mercy and 
The tall 
Peace Ple 
Tew asid: 
When hun 
Omes of 
The sme 
to us as t 
lations, th 
Including 
lessings” 
family wou 
the Old A 
blind; the 
the whole 
thort time 
.. gna 
COrners . . 
begging ar 
ey were 
“When ;: 
Only hung 
hood expe! 
uread: Th 
the makin; 
. ‘There 
Yay; it see 
Very real 
4 longing 
Come toge 
Tead,” 


THIRD 


diversions 
eir prop 
We do i 
arious pi 
Third Way 


‘it, but the 


8touped sh 
use the v 
Tefusal of 
nse of 
National af 
Dlete renur 
. I believe 
y complet 

t the o1 
Pryblem tc 
Pacifists ha 
about. I 
‘ature of | 
‘ven Third 
sl 
nAs this is 
Nerve the rig 

lication, 1 
make it as 
*e reasonably 
te organiser 


g BRISTOL, 
cial Club, 
pithout end,’ 
i Thailand. 
yeemore Cr 
sol Peace € 


to Poms T 
yduences of 
‘ons, Open ta 
cLONDON, 
~“ntre’ 32 Te 
ytning given 
tfRaret This 
7 ‘4Noforte). 

28 p.m, Fit 
Tank Merrick 


5 
1 CREENWIt 
Hatodist Ch 
Rush Brock, 
Ssistence Gri 
og{ONDON, 
to ns., E, Fit 
Ppgse mone 


LONDON, _ 


LONDON, 
hd Ho., ‘6 
Recussion ope 

Cligion Com 

& 


»PIRMINGH 
p.cnds Mtg 
Ster Walk. 
5 DUNDEE : 
Cc Eminent 6 
Nf, Anti-H 


a “ From 
ion Comer 


conscientious 
Mop tence bes 


M 
, A IRMINGH! 
An; Olton 2) 


VG Thanks! BBC 


HANK you BBC for the talk by William 


ding, from 

physical, 
we have 
tly follow: 
militarily 
{ doubt if 
esent time 
except 
ns. 


aking our 
intellectual 
g, general 
countries. 
es to the 
inst Com- 
ourselves 


vernment’s 
ce it. The 
with theif 
the plans 
1d are still 
ich woul 
1ich_ woul 
hat is the 
Ter. How 


now come 
from the 


ttled—this 
never be 
, but only 
wers evel 
West, wé 
x0mbs._ It 
emplate it 
economic 
home an 
3 abroad. 
We are 
errent ig 
yraying 3 
event Mr. 
China. 


would be 
re to be 
en bomb. 
Britain’ 
ion were 
ie public; 
Iternativé 


1 the side 
does not 
States. 
and by 
\ reeentl¥ 
concilia 
zy, or © 
zm policy: 
arry any 
1 of this 
t outside 
‘train the 
its right- 


the veto 


nly. 
ch it has 


ir, if we 
e became 
1 on the 
ad every- 


War 


increased 
already: 
ies an 
know to 
vhich wé 
: learne 
ave been 
mericans 
policies 
n excess 
vat there 
»bviously 


the effect 
n public 
. Let 8 


n World 


tee, 
lichiga™ 


Plomer on the life and ideals of “Olive 
Schreiner” (Home and Third), marking the 
Centenary of her birth. 

Whence came the spark that kindled this 
uman torch of whom Gencral Smuts said: 
“She was a flame which burnt too fiercely”? 


Her childhood in South 
RADIO Africa “unhappy, wretched 
and dark . .. the whole of 
by her life a chronic victim of 
asthma . . an agnostic. 
Joseph Deprived of affection she 
F broke through ne gloom 
im@ and shone resplendent; a 
leming beacon by which professors 
of all religious faiths can stecr a course. 
‘Courageous, fearless, devoting her life to the 
Coloured peoples, a ceaseless advocate of 
Mercy and pity.” 
The talk “On Being Hungry” (Home), by 
Peace Pledge Union member, Joe Watson, 
drew aside the curtain from the recent past 


| When hunger waited so anxiously near the 


Omes of Tyneside workers. 

The smell of the freshly baked loaves floated 
fo us as the picture was drawn. The prepa- 
Tations, the roaring fire, the family of ten— 
Including granny who sang “Count your 
lessings” (presumably for fear the rest of the 
family would notice there were none). She drew 
the Old Age Pension of 5s, a week and was 
blind; the pride of his mother in her task, 
the whole street baking . his father on 


short time the strike of eight months 
‘. . gnawing hunger . . . whimpering in 
Corners . . . degradation . . . humiliation of 


egging and the smarting lash of tongues that 

ey were not in necd... 

“When a man was unemployed he was not 
Only hungry; he was defeated also. Child- 
od experience has given me a reverence for 
Tead: I have scen my mother’s tears fall into 
the making of it. 

“There is no physical hunger with us to- 
ay; it scems almost too true, but there is a 
Very real hunger for Peace and Gencrosity; 
4 longing for the day when all peoples will 
ee together for the breaking of the New 
Teq ae 


THIRDNESS IS NOTENOUGH 
@ FROM PAGE SIX 
diversions which tend to draw them away from 
cir proper task. 

We do indeed need a new ideology, and the 
Yarious progressive ideas embodied in the 
Third Way Movement should form a part of 
tt, but the central theme round which they are 
frouped should not be Thirdness, but pacifism. 

use the word, not in the sense of individual 
'efusal of war, but in the somewhat broader 
nse of a new national outlook in inter- 
National affairs, finding expression in the com- 

€te renunciation of military power. 

. I believe that this new outlook, characterised 
Y complete disarmament, is not only possible, 
‘tthe only possible answer to the world’s 
Pmeblem today, and that those of us who are 
Pacifists have a special responsibility to bring 
‘tabout. It must be the central distinguishing 
ature of our new ideology, and nothing—not 
‘ven Thirdness—can take its place. 


The Archbishop of York 

MPHE Archbishop of York is in favour of 
™ making the H-bomb. This is tragic because 
a man of his eminence is bound to exert 
immense influence on others. 

He suggests that the bomb might act as a 
shield, but I think it will prove to be a shroud. 
Whilst Dr. Garbett places his hope in the H- 
bomb to prevent war he at the same time 
says: “I would to God that they had never 
been invented.” He goes on to say that if ser- 
mons were preached from every pulpit in this 
country against the manufacture and use of the 
H-bomb, it would not avail anything as our 
potential enemies would not respond. 

The fact is that practically every pulpit in 
the world is voicing approval of its manu- 
facture. That is the real tragedy. The Church 
itself is not setting an example. When it comes 
to the point of war a Church is the servant 
of its political masters. In every war millions 
of Christians destroy each other and _ their 
families. The flocks are betrayed by the 
shepherds. Yet still we sing “We are not 
divided, all one body we.” 

Unfortunately many will be deceived by Dr. 
Garbett’s titles and vestments. Stripped of 
these the Archbishop could be any political 
speaker. How spoke his brother priests in 
Germany ? How speak his brother priests in 
Russia? They also were, and are, in favour of 
bigger and better bombs, to drop on us. “How 
these Christians love one another.” The Arch- 
bishop is trying to reconcile man to man by 
threatening violence and destruction instead of 
Love. He holds aloft the H-bomb instead of 
the Bible. H. A. HEWITT. 

22a Tyne Rd., Bristol, 7. 


Would he use it? 

PPE whole question of the bomb should be 
decided at the personal level. Would Dr. 

Garbett himself drop this Satanic device ? 

Would he slay both innocent and guilty alike, 

babes and old folk, the prisoner, the mentally 

afflicted, the village parson, the city nurse? 

If he would not, then what right has he to 
encourage others, placing them in the danger 
of sinning greatly by using it. 

C. H. WORRALL. 

188 Tythebarn Lane, 

Shirley, Nr. Birmingham. 


East Ham Peace Movement 
T WAS very pleased to read the comment 

made by Hugh Brock (March 11) about 
the East Ham Peace Movement’s contact with 
the Cottbus Peace Committee in East Ger- 
many. He has however inaccurately described 
our local Movement as “a British Peace Com- 
mittee group, which is also associated with 
the local branch of the United Nations Assoc- 
iation” and I feel I should put things straight. 
We are a corporate body of UNA and send 
a representative to local executive meetings. 
Whilst we are not affiliated to any other organ- 
isation we do co-operate in campaigns 
launched by them, and this includes the British 
Peace Committee of course. Some of our 
members are also area representatives on 
these other organisations and in this way we 
seck to bring together, as far as we are able, 
all the various Peace groups and organisations, 
both locally and nationally. 

RON MONTAGUE, 
37 Leighton Ave., 


Manor Park, E.12. 


As this is a free service, we 
"erve the right fo select notices for 
Publication. We nevertheless desire 
make it as complete a@ service as 
Ye reasonably can, and therefore : 
tree organisers of events to: 


Send notices to arrive not later 
than Monday morning. Include: 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street) ; mature of event ; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address) 
—preferably in that order and style. 


LETTERS 


Fratricide 

RITONS have often criticised Germans, 

especially professing Christians, for not 
opposing Nazism and militarism. The Observer 
(February 13, 1955), reports that Pastor Wenzel 
on February 12 “called on young Germans in 
East and West to refuse military service to 
prevent a German fratricidal war.” 

Since Christians believe God is the Father 
of all men and all men are brothers, how 
many British pastors, priests and clergymen 
will call on young Britons to refuse military 
service to prevent their killing or being killed 
by their brothers in other lands? 

RONALD S. MALLONE. 

141 Woolacombe Rd.,_ S.E.3, 


For Acland 


AM sure that we all have the utmost 

admiration for Sir Richard Acland’s ges- 
ture in resigning his scat as Member of 
Parliament for Gravesend, in protest at the 
Government’s decision to manufacture the 
Hydrogen Bomb. 

May I suggest that those who can, render 
every possible support to his campaign in the 
By-Election ; and that in so doing, we make 
every effort to focus public opinion upon 
the implications of the Hydrogen Bomb and 
of war itself. . 

Sir Richard may have forfeited his seat 

in Parliament, but I am reminded of those 
words—" Whosoever saveth his life shall lose 
it, but whosoever loseth his life for My 
sake shall find it.” 

H. GORDON HARGREAVES, 

Bury, Lancs, 


Outlawing the H-bomb 


F Mr. O’Hanlon will read my letter to the 
™ News Chronicle again he will find that I 
did not say, nor did I imply, that the Standing 
Joint Pacifist Committee could “see no dif- 
ference between the wholesale torture and 
slaughter of children by nuclear bombs and a 
fight between soldiers with conventional 
weapons.” 

The fact is that nuclear weapons are the 
logical outcome of the acceptance of the 
method of war, and pacifists believe that there 
is no moral distinction between different kinds 
of weapons, it being war itself which is the 
root evil, 

This is not the same as saying there is no 
distinction in degree of suffering and horror, 
but to “outlaw” the bomb (if that were pos- 
sible) and leave rockets and atomic shells and 
other so-called “conventional” weapons to 
carry on their work of hideous destruction 
has never been pacifist policy; it was neces- 
sary to point this out to Mr. Attlee. It should 
not be necessary to point it out to a pacifist. 

SYBIL MORRISON, 
Chairman. Standing Joint Pacifist Committee. 


Alex Wilson Memorial Fund 


TN your paragraph “Two Grand Quakers” 
x (March 11) you referred to Alexander 
Wilson’s help for your paper at a difficult time. 
In the course of a fine tribute in the Friend, 
reference was also made to this effort, one ot 
the last public services of a man whose hfe 
was devoted to service. 

It has occurred to me that nothing would 
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please him more than further generous 
tesponse to that appeal, that he made to his 
friends two years ago. He felt, as many others 
of us feel, that your plucky little paper 
deserves to be much better known than it is; 
that it is rendering invaluable service to the 
cause of Truth. 

I suggest that an “Alexander Wilson 
Memorial Fund” might be opened and all 
COs of both world wars, whom he supported 
and inspired, and all workers in the cause of 
peace, who would like to express their love and 
gratitude to this valiant man, might be invited 
to contribute gencrously in order to help Peace 
News carry on its work and extend its 
influence. ROBERT MENNELL, 

Woden Law, 

Kenley, Surrey. 


Freedom of the Press in US 


YOUR issue of March 11 included a front- 
Page article entitled “US ends freedom of 
the press.” The paragraphs that followed dealt 
largely with details of the impounding of a 
pamphlet consigned from England to the 
American Friends Service Committee. 

We, ourselves, are deeply disturbed by what 
appears to be a serious encroachment on a 
vital freedom arising from the action of the 
postal authorities in the Boston area. We are 
planning to take steps to probe to the root of 
the matter, and we are by no means alone in 
our concem, 

But we are also greatly troubled by your 
presentation of a story which is far from com- 
plete at this point. We feel that the title is 
likely to convey a grossly exaggerated idea of 
the situation in America as it presently 
exists. If your intenlion was to suggest that 
the US regulations governing mailability and 
their interpretation in Boston constituiecd a 
potentially dangerous threat io ihe present 
freedom of the press throughout the USA, we 
should be inclined to agree with you. How- 
ever, we do not think the litle you chose and 
some of the implications of the article itself 
are calculated to inform your readers of the 
dangers of the present situation but rather to 
lead them (particularly the less knowledgeable 
among them) to infer that freedom of the press 
no longer exists throughout America. If the 
truth is to be served, you must now supplement 
your publication of these unhappy events by 
reporting on the swelling protest here against 
literature impounding—as evidence of the 
healthy reaction of American democracy. 

We do not believe that the cause of world 
peace and understanding will be served by 
exaggcrations, sensationalising of situations 
which are tragic enough in themselves, or over- 
preoccupation with the sins (which, here as 
elsewhere, are very great) of any one national 
community. 

Righteous indignation against evil has its 
place if it is based on love for the sinners, 
recognition of our own guilt, and an untiring 
spirit of reconciliation. It is so easy to be 
indignant, so difficult to preserve those other 
vital elements in our efforts for the sort of 
peace you and we desire. 

LEWIS M. HOSKINS, 
; Exccutive Secretary. 

American Friends Service Committce, 

20 South Twelfth St., 
Philadelphia 7, Penn.,. USA, 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


the 1955; The engagement of persons answering these 


Friday, April 1 
gERISTOL, 2: 7.30 p.m.; Co-operative 
cial Club, Terrell St., Film show, ‘* World 
UNESCO Teams in Mexico 
‘nd Thatland., Tickets from Will Parkin, 15 
Keomore Cresc., Bristol, 7, or at door. 
Sol Peace Council. 


» HULL: 7 p.m.; 6 Bond St. AGM Agenda. 
“IS p.m. T. Kemp, ‘The Economic Con- 
auences of Disarmament,.”” Adm. free. Ques- 
‘Ons, Open to all. PPU. 

cLONDON, W.C.1: Friends International 
fntre: 32 Tavistock Sq., W.C.1. A musical 
<ning given by Eric Rees (baritone) acc. 
(Margaret Thistlethwaite, and Robin Harrison 
Pianoforte). Refreshments 7 p.m, Commence 
p.m. First performance of song cycle by 
k Merrick. Arranged by Peace Newa. 


Saturday, April 2 
MCREENWICH 1 7.30 p.m. West Greenwich 
Hebodist Church Hall (nr. Town Hall. 
pueh Brock, Chairman PPU, * Non-violent 
“Sistence Group.” FoR. 
aLONDON, N21 8 p.m; 10 Summerice 
wans., E. Finchley. Bring-and-buy gathering 
Pppsise money for Acland election campaign. 
-LONDON, N.W.1: 3-5.30 p.m.;_ Friends 
we: Euston Rd., Alan Robertson, ‘* Concilia- 
ty Methods in Borstal’? Education Commis- 
“bn FPU. (Tea Sd. 4 p.m.) Notfy, if pos- 
pe. Jone Burgess, 9 West St., Hertford, 
Mrs, 
pLONDON, W.C.11 3-5 p.m; Dick Shep- 
nd Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Business Mtg. 
pScussion opened by Margaret Preston. PPU 
ligion Commission, 


Sunday, April 3 

p BIRMINGHAM 1 5.30 p.m.; Starting from 
altnds Mtg Ho., Bull St. Christian Peace 
SSter Walk, 
3 2UNDEEr 2.30 p.m.; Unitarian Hall, Mid 
rm Eminent speakers. Anti-H-bomb Campaign 
“Sf. Anti-H-bomb Cttee. 

ONDON, W.11 3.30 p.m.: King’s Weigh 
MA Church, Binney St. Rev. W. J. Piggott, 


thout end,” 


Fran 


“ “' From Babel to Bethlehem." PPU 
Tsien Commission. 

iy ONDON, W.C.11 11-7 p.m: Friends 
Py Centre, Tavistock Sq., Labour Peace 
Lowship AGM. 

CONDON, W.C.1.1 7.30 p.m.; Malatesta 
cra. 15§ High Holborn, Lecture-discussion 


Ana’, Gibson), ‘' Scientific Evasion of the 
Ay.** London Anarchist Gn, 

Mo, ANCHESTER: 1 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 

Colm Si. Mary Phillips, ‘The Christian 

2 eientiaus Objection to Military Service "* : 
~ D.m.; Fred J. Adams, ‘‘ Registering as a 

Conpcientious Objecter."” Part of one day 


Sopterence beginning at noon, ending 4 p.m. 


oe Monday, April 4 
Ry MINGHAM: 7.45 p.m.: 3 > Wentworth 
Anny Olton 26, Sheldon Gp. Monthly Mtg. 


Spent Report. Christian Peace Poster Walk. 
to. all. 
Rae ADFORD, 1: 7.30 p.m; Eastbrook 


Sour} Bishop of Johannesburg, ‘* Justice in 
Africa." West Riding Council for 
Affaira, 


Tuesday, April 5 
uMANCHESTER 7.30. p.m.: Friends Mtg. 
“al ppg St. Branch Mtg, M’chester Cen- 


ry Wednesday, April 6 
Wi RISTOL 1 7 pm; tienda Mtg Ho. Broad- 
ton’, ohn Helliar, *‘ The Schools’ Contribu- 
© Peace." PPU 


HASTINGS: 6.30 p.m.; 78a Norman Rd., 
St. Leonards. Speaker: J. Allen Skinner, 
Editor, Peace News. ‘The Third Way.” 
Chairman : Philip Millwood. PPU, 


Thursday, April 7 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. Albert Rhodes, ‘' Child Misfit." 
PPU. 


Thursday, April 7-Tuesday, April 12 


GLAMORGAN: FoR Weish Youth Holi- 
day Conf. at Conference Centre, Parkmill. 
Alec Strachan, Leslie Jones, Emrys Roberts, 
Clifford Macquire. ‘‘ Partners in Peacemak- 
ing.’* FoR. 

SUFFOLK: FoR Easter Youth Holiday 
Conf, at The Mount, Haverhill. Fenner Brock- 
way, MP, Joyce Stewart, Jack Boag, Leslie 
Tarlton, *‘ Partners in Peaccmaking.'"’ FoR. 


Thursday, April 14 


BRISTOL: 7.30 p.m.; Central 
Market St. Frank Rix. Group Mtg. 


Friday, April 15 
CROYDON: 7.45 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Park Lane. Special conference to renounce the 
H-bomb. Convened by the Standing Joint 
Pacifist Committee. 


Monday, April 18 


EAST GRINSTEAD: 7.30 p.m.; Friends 
Mtg. Ho. Debate: Martin Dakin, Fred 
Moorhouse v, Col, Sit Ralph Clarke, MP, 
W. S. Hyett. ‘The Way to Peace.'' FoR 
and SoF. 

HARROGATE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Oxford St, (Minnie Pallister). Public Mtg. PPU. 


Wednesday, April 20 


CHELTENHAM: 7.30 p.m.; The Rotunda. 
Peace Forum. Brains Trust. Prof. Charles 
Coulson, FRS, David Eversley, B.Sc. (Econ), 
Canon C. I°, Harman, Henry Usborne, MP. 
FoR and SoF. 

Thursday, April 21 

BRIDLINGTON : 7,30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Havelock St., Richard Rowntree on his 
recent visit to Kenya. Public Mtg. SoF, 


Saturday—Sunday, April 23-24 
ILKLEY: ‘ Hollybrook,’’ Queen's Rd. 
Harold Gunite, MA, ‘' The World Church in 
World Affairs." Weekend Conference. De- 
tails, Miss J. M. Keeling, Flat 3, 31 Cromer 
Terrace, Leeds 2. FoR. 


Sunday, April 24 
HULL: 7.15 p.m.; Co-op Hall, Kingston 
Sq. Minnie Pallister, *‘ Security through Dis- 
armament."’ Public Mtg. Adm, 6d. Questions. 


PPU. 
Tuesday, April 26 
CROYDON: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg, Ho., 
Park Lane. Rev. Clifford Macquire, ‘‘ The 
Moral and Economic Effects of Unilateral Dis- 
armament.” PPU. 


Thursday, April 28 


BRADFORD: 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Melbourne Place. Alec Horsley, ‘‘ The Friends 
Peace Testimony and my visit to China.” SoF. 


Saturday-Sunday, April 30-May 1 
W. YORKS : Hollybrook Guest Ho., Queens 
Rd., Ilkely. Week-end School and House 
Party. Details, Ken Chadwick, 35 Berkeley 
Ave., Leeds, 8. 


Hall, Old 
FoR, 


don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 6@ words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackatock 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morming 
before publication. 


MEETINGS 


INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. Tuesdays, 
7.30. Literary Imatitute, 18 Queen Sq. All 
welcome. 


KING'S WEIGH Hoese Church, Duke St., 
nt. Bond St. Tube. Sunday at 6.30 p.m. The 
Gospel of Peace. Rev. Claud M. Coltman, 
MA, B.Litt. 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 


AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and folly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk.. N.S. 

THREE ROOM FURNISHED flat to tet, 
all con., own meters, 2} gna. per week, 
Howard, 128 Dara Rd., Wimbledon Pk, SW19. 

TO LET, bed-sitting room, just off Gower 
St., London. Use of bath, phone in house. 
25s, per weck. 3 mths. in advance. Box 616. 

TWO WOMEN want Self-Contained Accom- 


modation. Could offer full or part-time 
gardening or secretarial work. Box 615. 
HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). Small Guest 
House near sea. H & C all rooms. Personal 
supervision. Vegetarian and ordinary diet. 
Norah Bailey, Court Green, 18 Glen Rd. 
Tel.: 33621. 

BUDE, Cornwall. Atlantic Guest House, 
offers relaxation in glorious natural syrround- 
ings. Special terms April-May. No vacancies 
July-August. Free brochure. 

CARDIGAN BAY. Sea and mountains; 
vegetarians welcome; 5 gns. weekly (full 
August), Also furnished rooms, own kitchen, 
Jepson, Brackenhurst, Fairbourne, Merloneth. 

FRESHWATER BAY (.W.), Dimbola, 
overlooking Bay and Down, H & C, Tele- 
vision and games rooms. Ideal centre. Write 
brochure, 

HASTINGS. Weekends 
Bed & Breakfast 12s, 6d. 
near sea and shops. H. & 
5 Boscobel Rd., St. Leonards. 

HUNGARY including excursiona, concert. 
etc., 16 days £49 10s,, 21 daya £87. Full 
programme containg 80 holidays in 18 coun- 
tries. Send stamp Holiday Friendshtp Service. 
§ Goodwin's Coun, London, W.C.2, 


or Conferences. 
Residential area 
C, Gas fire. 


AUMOVUCQNOOUTAUGNCUAVOOAUCHUEEHOACOAUONDGAORAENTOUGTSAOUSTANOOUUEAT 
Every week?! 
SUNDAYS 


HYDE PARK: 3 p.m.; Pacifist Youth 
Acdon Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 
TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF, 
THURSDAYS 
LONDON, W.C.11 1,15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 


lunch-hour Service of Interceasion for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and faymen of 
different denominations. 


Festival in Poland. July 3t-Aug. 14. Only £33 
for three weeks; fortnight £29. Details from 
British Youth Festiva! Cuce., 9 Camden High 
Street, London, N.W.1!. 

LYNMOUTH, Devon. Shelley's Cottage, 
Situated in centre of village. Comfortable 
beds, excellent food. Vegetarians welcome. 
Haynes. Phone: Lynton 3219. 

SEA PALLING, NORFOLK. Quiet village, 
escellent beach, near Broads/Sanctuaries. 
Comfort, good food (Vegn. catering available). 
Woodbine Guest House, Hickling 236. 

SOMERSET: Old Cleeve House, OK 
Cleeve. Nr. Washford for your holidays, 
Near sea and moors. Own produce. SAE for 
brochure. 

SPEND YOUR HOLIDAY in the Lake 
District this year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads, Keswick, offers magnificent 
views, attractive food and comfort in friendly 
atmosphere. Anne Horner, Phone: Keswick 
508, 


SWANAGE. Vegetarian Gueat House over- 


looking sea. Children wetcomed. Brochure : 

““Waveney,”” Park Rd., Tel. 2804. 
PERSONAL 

AUBREY BROCKLEHURST, qualified 

watchmaker, offers wide selection of new 

watches with genuine guarantees. Enquiries 


welcomed: articles sent on appro, All types 
of watch, clock, and jewellery repairs. Old 
gold and allver purchased. 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1, Tel: EUStan $501. 


“BLIJAH COMING Before Christ,” wonder- 


ful book free. Megiddo Mission, Dept. 13. 
Rochester 19, N.Y. 

HELP ESTABLISH PEACE, Join The 
Animals’ Crusaders, 8.1630, Queen Ave., 
Spokane, Washington, USA. 

REGINALD BAILEY, Naturopath and 


psychiatrist. 134 Hoppers Rd., N.21. Palmers 
Green 9868. By appt. 

THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
invites your support. For details of member- 
ship write: Rev. Leslie Worsnip, 63 Lough- 
borough Rd., Quarn, Leicester. 

WAR RRESISTBRS’ International welcomes 
gifta of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mai! covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hil! Park, Bntield, 
Middlesex. 

UNHAPPY ? Consult Peter Grant, Psycho- 
logist and Metaphysician, Burley, Ringwood, 
Hants. (Vegetarian, pacifist, married.) 


EDUCATION ‘ 

SPBAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor- 

feapondence, visit), Sa. Dorothy Matthews, 

BA, 32 Primrose Hil! Rd., Lordon, N.W.3. 
PRimrose 5686. 


LITERATURE 
QUAKERISM. Information and _ fiterature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The best in- 
formed. TU newspaper. Trade union and 
political news: Railway problems and warking 
conditions feared in every issue. Every 
Friday, 12 pages, price 3d. 

VOICEB OF THE WORLD CITIZEN. 24. 
per month or 3a. 6d. per annum, post free. 
From Crusade for World Government, 20 
Buckingham &., London, W.C.2. 


advertkements must be made through a focal 
office of the Ministry of Labour of a 
scheduled employment agency if the applicant 
{sa male aged 18 to 64 or 9 woman aged 18 
to 59 Inclulve unless he or she, or the 
employment, 1s excepted from (the provisions 
of the Notification of Vacancies Order, 1982, 

ALTERATIONS, Conversions, Industrial 
Developments and buildings work of all kinds 


efficiently carried out. Plans prepared: tree 
estimates. Phone TUL. 3052 for immediate 
attention, 


CAPARLE woman Secretary wants interest- 


ing work, Preferably out of London. Pax 614, 

COOK, cither sex, required by Dimbola, 
Freshwater Bay ToW. Write experiences, 
wares. S. Stoner, 


IF YOU WANT TO SIELP PEACE you 
can’t do better than give a hand at Peace 
News. Volunicers welcume for daytime work 
and every Wednesday evening, Write, call or 
phone STA, 2262, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4 (above Stalioners, Fish & 
Cook). Nearest Tube : Finsbury Pk, 


FOR SALE 
EXTENSION. LADDERS best material and 
craftsmanship. All rungs wired. Example one 


double 14 rung extension 6 gns. carr. paid, 
Arthur Roberts, 12 Clare Rd., Cardiff, 
HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT, offer 


plain postcards, 2s. 6d. 100; 6 x 3} envelopes, 
white 18s. 6d. 1,000 box: manilla 12s. 6d, 
1,000 box; white bank paper, 10 x § in. 
7s, 6d. 500 sheets ; Newswrappers, 10 x in. 
154. 1,000, Is, 9d. 100; plain economy [abels, 
4} x 32 im. 13s. 6d. 1,000, Is, 6d. 100. All 
post free. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO 
NEW READERS 


You can give PEACE NEWS 

nine weeks postal trial for 

2s. 6d. only (U.S. Office 13 
weeks for $1). 

Please send PEACE NEWS for...... 

to the name and address below. 


Sa 


I 
NAMB 


See eeeeeeoeensenees 


enclose 


ADDRESS 


Sony Cee evernvereedevseresreosneveresPinesee 


STANDARD RATES: 


HOME EDITION (G.B. ani overseas) 
1 year 21s,, 24 weeks 10%,., 12 weeks Ss. 
Or order from your newsagent, 


U.S. AIR EXPRESS FDITION 
1 year $4, 6 months §2. 
PEACE NEWS 

3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, 


130 Brattle St., Cambridge 38, Mass.USA 


PEACE FILM COMES TO LONDON 


“© Children of Hiroshima” |Peace newsvendor’s commentary) 


Now showing at the Pavilion, Marble Arch, 
4% is “Children of Hiroshima,” a film depict- 
ing the diopping of the A-bomb, with its 
resultant effecis on the 
lives of the people of 
that city. 


It is a peace-film, for 


there is a marked 
absence of all the 
essentials of a war- 


film—the bitterness 10- 


ward am enemy, pro- 
longed scenes o 
vio‘ence, and_, super- 
ficial sentimentality. 
The independent 
Japanese film-company 


who made the film do 
not point the finger of 
accusation at those 
who gave the word for 
the dropping of the 
bomb, but th ough the 
medium of their film, 
seem to be saying, 
“Now you can sce the 
results of this horror, 
perhaps you will make 
it your business never 
to use it again, at any 
place, at any time,” 


“Children of Hiroshima” has an “X” 
certificate, making it unsuitable for children. 
What a pity that those who instigated and 


CHURCH and the H-BOMB 


% FROM PAGE ONE 
self a great help. And we should welcome all 
efforis 10 secu e¢ an inte change o: pe.sonal 
visits from the peoples living in the West to 
the pcoples living in Russia and the satellite 
states. 

“We shou'd encou age every move by 
responsib'e politicians 10 b ing about a mect- 
ing of the p.incipal sta'csmen on both sides, 
for discussion of the fundamental issues on 
which the nations are now divided; just as 
we should back every atempt to unite both 
sides in a joint effort to assist the countries 
and peoples of the wo ld which are under- 
developed and in great necd of economic and 
other help. 

Asked by Peace News to comment on the 
decision to make the bomb, the Rt. Rev. D. 
Conley Eades, Moderator of the Presby‘ecian 
Church of England said: 


“My personal view Is that under no cir- 
cumstances can the manufacture of the 
H-bomb be justified.” 

Makes our work harder— Missionary 


Pe:haps the most poignant comment from a 
Churchman comes not from Britain, but from 
a Peace News reader in India, a Church Mis- 
sionary Society missionary in Bihar. He 
writes in an air-letter: 

“Ceitainly the world needs a message of 
Peace now more than ever... As for 
cailing the H-bomb a * Bulwaik for Peace” 
as we heard on the wireless the other day, 
it’s one of the craziest remarks I’ve heard. 
It certain'y makes missionary work harder 
when these fo.k see the ‘ Christian’ countries 
making more and more ways of destroying 
the world.” 

A_ Roman Catholic viewpoint was expressed 
by Cardinal Griffin at Westminster on Mar, 13. 

He said that thee were grave fears that 
the effects of the H-bomb were beyond human 
control, and that the Pope in an address to 
the Eighth Assembly of the World Medical 
Association in September last, had said: 

“, . , should the evil consequences of 
adopting this method of warfare ever be- 
come so eX‘ensive as to pass utterly beyond 
the control of man, then indeed ils use 
must be rejected as immoral. In that event, 
it would no longer be a question of 
defence against injustice and necessary pro- 
tection of legitimate possessions, but of an- 
nihilation, pure and simple, of all life with- 
in the affected area. That is not lawful on 
any title.” 

Cardinal Griffin said that although having 
the H-bomb meant that we could deter those 
who would otherwise be aggressive, “‘ we know 
that the choice between peace and war does 
not rest with the winner of the arms race. Fo- 
no lasting peace can ever be based upon fear.” 


Up another 500! 


- + « and in next week’s PN 


Our .circulation. last week reached. 13,000 
coples (11,550 home, 1,450 Air Express edition). 
ext. week Peace News will carry~mo:e 
special features on the H-bomb;-including an 
article, by Anthony Howard, President of the 
Oxford Union. | . : 
There will he full report of the “ Challenge 
of the \Fitbomb” meeting addressed by 
Bertrand Russell and others, also of the Science 
for Pence confe-ence on the long-term effects 
of nuclear ¢xplosions, and of the meeting 
nddressed by a group of Japanese women 
doctors now in this country. 


D.N. PRITT 


THE 
BOMB 


British Peace Committee 
81, City Road, E.C.1 
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took part in the original event, should not 
have telt the same way! 
The story is that of a young teacher, who 


Taro meets his teacher, Takako, in ruined Hiroshima 


re‘urns to the city cight years after the bomb- 
ing, to visit her friends and some of her 
fo mer pupils. The script was written around 
a book of letters compiled.by children who 
had been in Hiroshima when the A-bomb 
fell, and most of the cast are ordinary people 
from the city. 


It is a film every pacifist should see, and 
better, one to which every pacifist should take 
at least two non-pacifists, and a couple of 
Peace Pledge cards. 


MAYOR’S PROTEST 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 


the last several decades. The nursery floors 
are littered with military toys; cinema 
entertainment is swamped wiih scenes of 
violence and the glorification of all manner 
of armed men; children scem to have little 
other idea of free play except chasing each 
other with guns; but worst of all conscrip- 
tion sticks fis iron fist into our homes and 
drags off our lads to two years training in 
violence. All this ties up together. 


“Now we are told that the Mayor, elected 
by democratic choice of the people, has no 
choice whatever in the matter of display of 
instruments of violence on the public streets. 
[ am told that this is the cus‘om and custom 
must prevail. I can only say, with some 
regret, that this makes it impossible for me to 
participate further in the arrangements for the 
oyal visit. 

“May I add one further word. We are told 
that atmed men are put on the streets from 
considerations of the Queen’s safety. This 
cannot be the reason. 


“How can the Queen be in danger, or 
potential danger, in Market Street, and at 
the same time safe in Manchester Road ? 
It is not proposed to piace armed men there. 


“No! The reason is that whatever Mayors 
or people may think, the prestige of the 
military must be maintained. We can push 
our ambulance personnel, our nurses, our 
voluntary workers into any obscure place so 
‘ong as the military have the limelight. 
Whether we are welcoming the Sovercign, or 
enthroning a Bishop, armed forces must be 
there, and not only there but in the chief 
nlace of honour. Whether we agree or not, 
‘et us, at least, be clear about the purpose of 
his custom.” 


Will enhance his reputation 


A correspondent writes: 

“ Richard Bland has a high reputation in the 
town. He owes his position of high esteem 
largely to his pacifist witness, with its various 
protests in the past. 

“ This latest action will enhance his reputa- 
tion, It is this kind of quiet but firm protest 
which really impresses people.” 

Commenting on the-report which appeared 
in the national press last week (and reprinted 
in Peace News) that “seats were being re- 
served for him and his wife in the Council 
Chamber on the occasion of the Qucen’s visit,” 
Alderman Bland told Peace News: 

“If any seats are reserved for us they will 
not be occupied. Having vacated the chief 
seats it would be bewildering to the scores of 
ncople who have written letters of encourage- 
ment-—including supporters in Denmark and 
Teneriffe!” 


ANOTHER H-BOMB LEAFLET 
The article by Dr. Alex Comfort on page six 
will be available as a Past folder next week. 
Price 2s. 6d. 100 ; 22s. 6d. 1,000. 
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As I now recall the evil which I did, experienced, and saw in consequence of 
the enmity of nations, it is clear to me that the cause of everything was the gross 


decepliow called patriotism and love of country 


... 1 now see that the feeling of 


enmity with other nations never existed in me, and that all these evil sentiments 


were artificially inoculated in me... 


"THERE were no evening newspapers on 

account of the strike and J stood at 
the gateway to Charing Cross Station on 
the newsvendor’s pitch. ‘“ Peace News, 
the only news you'll get tonight,” I cried 
in my best open-air speaking voice. 

“Peace,” reioried a young man, ‘ You 
ought to be shot.” When I asked why, he 
relented so far as to throw over his shoulder, 
as he hurried off, ‘Well, I’d send you to 
Moscow.” My remark that it was probably the 
same thing, missed him! 

Other comments were;— “Peace News. 
Communist of course.” ‘Peace! What, 
allow the Russians to walk over us?” and 
“Don’t you know the Russians have the H- 
bomb and also millions of men under arms? ” 

The sale of a dozen Peace News in about 
quarter of an hour, though gratifying, did not 
allay my frustration at not being able to argue 
the point with these sincerely mistaken people, 
whose anger and dismay was so evident. 

“Peace” it would seem, no longer means a 
quiet state of mind, of harmony and concord 
with others, a tranquility of spirit, in which 
war and hatred could have no place; on the 
con'rary, like the word ‘‘ appeasement” it has 
become degraded to mean a_ cringing, 
cowardly, traitorous surrender to the threats 
and menaces of a Dictator State. 


* 


To speak peace today does not mean to speak 
reconciliation, tolerance and understanding ; it 
means to speak the language of the Kremlin! 
Thus have the so-called ‘“‘peace-loving” British 
people been indoctrinated with the spirit of 
war, 

The young man who thought I ought to be 
shot was so far indoctrinated as to be unaware 
that he was, in fact, voicing the creed of the 
Kremlin, that minority opinion should be 
silenced. 

When I was “received” into Holloway in 
1940, the prison doctor, righteously indignant 
at my crime, told me that she would have had 
me shot, and I, not yct aware that it does not 
pay for prisoners to “ answer back,” remarked 
My she evidently agreed with the policy of 

itler. 

That she in fact had no idea of it, any 
more than the young man at Charing Cross, 
who would also have had me shot in this year 
of H-bomb madness, is only too evident, for 
both are, after all human beings, who, it is to 
de assumed, genuinely believe in freedom. 

It is not remembe ed that Russia did not, 
and has not uscd the A-bomb, whereas the 
Western Powers have done so ; that Russia was 
not the first to explode experimentally the H- 


FROM AMY JOHNSON 
TO PEACE NEWS 


@ One of Qurker broadcaster Leslie Briley’s 
recent “Scrap Book” programmes from London 
rec lled that it was a mere 25 years since the 
whole world accliimed British airwoman Amy 
Johnson’s so!o flight to Australia. 

The flight of an increasing number of Peace 
News to Australia and New Zealand each week 
is mowadays a pedestrian business. This 
enormous distance is covered in about half the 
time taken by Miss Johnson, but it too is some- 
thing of an innovation and calls forth some 
applause. 


“1 would like to say that the airmail edition 
of Peace News is a great success,” writes 
Patricia Hislop of Auckland. ‘I find it very 
useful indeed to have the news so quickly... 
General MacArthur’s speech was particularly 
Interesting as nothing whatsoever has been 
printed here. We are trying to get some of 
it into our daily papers.” 


@ Because we are getting quite a lot of letters 
like this we want to remind overseas readers 
about the Air Express Edition, and ask British 
readers to introduce it to their friends in other 
countries. Pacifist witness all round the world 
can be greatly strengthened by the week to 
week co-ordination'a world pacifist newspaper 
provides. 


Here are the rates for Air Mail despatch: 


N. AFRICA and 12 weeks: 7s, 
MIDDLE EAST 24 weeks: 14s, 
One year: 30s, 

Twelve copics of one Issue for 5s. 6d., post free. 
INDIA, S.E. and W. AFRICA, 12 weeks: 8s 
S.E. ASIA 24 weeks: 16s 
One year: 34s. 

Twelve copies of one issue for 68, 3d., post tree. 
AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, 12 weeks: 9s. 
FAR EAST, PACIFIC 24 weeks: 18s 
One year: 38s. 


Twelve copies of ane issue for 7s., post free. 


Overseas Remittances may be sent by International Money 
. O¢der or postal order through your Post Office. 
This Air Edition Is dl tributed throughout America from 
PEACE NEWS US SALES OFFICE, 130 Brattle St., 
Camb.fidge 38, Mass, U.S.A. 


Germany’s resistance to rearmament 


HAMBURG: On January 24 the War Resisters’ 
Groun held a public meeting which was 
attended by 2,300, mostly young people. 


This mecting was the climax of a sevies of 
propaganda and protest meetings and demon- 
strations, in the course of which 50,000 Jeaf- 
lets have been distributed. There were also 
two parades in each of which 20 motor cars 
carrying posters took part. At every under- 
ground station in Hamburg the Group are 
displaying posters explaining the possibility of 
re‘using military service, 

BREMEN: A new War Resisters Group has 
been formed in Bremen. 


MUNICH: Members of the War Resisters’ 
Groun were among 400 people who took part 
ina poster parade protesting against German 
earmament. More than 60 newspapers and 
periodicals in all parts of Western Germany 


peorted this parade, some of them unfavour- 
ably. 

RHINELAND: At a meeting of the Church 
Brotherhood in November last year 170 
Evangelical Ministers signed a statement which 
has since become known as the “Leverkusen 
Declaration.” It is a protest against the re- 
armament of Western Germany and contains 
the statement “.. . that for reasons of con- 
science we cannot under present circumstances 
agree to be called up for military service.” 
The statement was subsequently signed by 130 
Minis‘ers at the all-German Evangelical 
Church Day in gots: During December 
and January the three small parishes of 
Hitzkirchen, Burbracht and Kefenrod in 
Western Germany also expressed their agree- 
ment with the Declaration. Out of a total 
electorate of 1,077 in these villages 679 signed 
the Declaration. 


‘their meaning, but actions have not. 


ewe News Lid. 


—-My RELIGION. Tolstoy. 


bomb, and that millions under arms is not 
comparatively a great deal, spread over a 1, 
mile frontier in a country with over a hundr 
million population, 

Since 1945 the indoctrination has gone of 
so steadily and successfully against Russia that 
those who once embraced the USSR as & 
splendid ally have entirely forgotten theif 
enthusiasm for the exploits of the Red Army, 
and their admiration for the courage and fort 
tude of the Russian people. 

If Russia were not menaced by the H-bomb 
deterrent mania which has attacked the rulers 
of the Western world, their attitude might bé 
a good deal less aggressive, since “ aggression” 
also appears to have two meanings today: 
When the A-bomb was dropped by the West It 
was defensive and the manufacture and threat 
of the use of the H-bomb is also alleged to bé 
a defensive measure. If Russia follows suit tt 
is aggression, 

So Jong as men and women are imprisoned 
within this iron curtain of the closed mind 
they have in fact no freedom with which t@ 
fight against the enemies of freedom. They 
have lost their freedom to think for them 
selves without being aware that it hag 
happened. 

Shooting those who think differently if 
obviously neither an argument, nor an answeh 
especially if the shooting is done with Hs 
bombs, If we mean peace we must not onl 
speak it, but act it; words may have lof 
It will 
be too late when once the shooting has begun} 
now is the time. 


YALTA 


three months. But he sent governors | 


{[) From 
Pag; two 


were non-Manchurians and corrupt, makin 
common cause with the landlords, most 0 
whom had acted as Japanese puppets. Theft 
he sent an army composed of Kwangsi mefl 
from South China, whose language was not 
that of Manchuria, and who wee as alief 
to the Manchurian populace as the Japanesé 
had been. The Russians found themselves if 
the embarassing position of protecting cil¥ 
administrations which were attacking thé) 
countryside, They we:e further embarrase 
because, though Chiang officially asked the | 
Russians to remain, the Chiang right-wing 
pereontey used , their continued presence if 
anchuria as a cause for anti-Russiafl 
demonstrations, 
As for giving arms to the Chinese Com| 
munists, Gen. Lin Piao, then, in 1946, com* 
manding the Communist armies in Mag’ 
churia, told me, “We got nothing. fromet¥ 
Russians. Whatever arms they brought wit! [ 
them they took back. Whatever arms they | 
captured from Japanese they either toob! 
with them to Sibe:ia or destroyed on théf) 
spot.” Other people in Manchuria cof 
firmed this. 


However, Japanese arms did reach the Chines?) ; 


Communists as follows. When the Soviet 
army invaded, it confined its attentinon t@ 
the main Japanese concentrations, knowins]/ 
that, since the Japanese were in_hostilé 
country the local population could handlé 
the small local garrisons. So local Man 
churians of all persuasions cleaned up af 
seized arms from local garrisons as soon 
the main Japanese centres were smashed. 
Arms thus went to all types of people, adhef 


{ 


ents of Chiang, of the Communists, an®@)) \ 


bandits also, but mainly just to Manchuria#| 
citizens who wanted arms. This armed popU‘} 
lation would have been Chiang’s strengt 
As it was, the Communists eventually go 
the arms, by organising the owners to fort 
their own local governments to restore ordef 
put down bandits, and institute land refort 
This conflict was still going on when I was 
in Manchuria in late 1946, but it was nearll 
over. | 
The Communists had the sense to fo 
governments of the local population, wh 
prided themselves on making Manchuria thé 
Most progressive, intelligent and energetic 0 
the Chinese provinces, and who felt strongl¥ 
about self-rule. ‘ 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR. pledge ta 
P.P.U, HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C! 


| Those whoewish for vegetarian accommodation aff 
invites to contact Winters}. 
| The Vegetarian Catering Association 
‘for its curre it List of Member Establishments, Most 
of these are under the personal supervision of the 
owners, Many of whom use compost produce af 
{make or provide wholewheat bread, Non-vegctarians | 
sare welcome, Apply V.C.A., 43 Lancaster Grover 
t London, N.W.3, 


| -neececeereremerccocsecervererecoeeepeeeeetenes 


Are you a pacifist? 


Have you considered giving up /lesh eating — becoming LU 
vegetarian—ana so iving a fu.ler pacifist life, 


with 


and try itaut with book, to read and practical help wi 
lf dasirad combine this with a seasiaé 


vagetarian cookery. 
change. 
Apply: FRANCES E. MORGAN 
78a, Norman Roag, St. Leonards on Sea. 
EASTER FULL auGusr Full. 


BEAUTIFUL SOUTH CORNWALL. Within ay 
beaches, Four-berth caravan, fully equipped, gil f 
Wooded valley. Near bus stop, t 

bell aye ens. per week b 
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